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B Y  R IC H A R D  J.T. BRO W N

I went to Hell last week. Perhaps 
Hell is not considered a particularly 
glamorous vacation spot now, and 
Fodor might not teach you how to go 
there on $10 a day. Yet, a number of 
people have urged me to go there in a 
manner that had always seemed like a 
sincere recommendation. So, I figured, 
“ what the heck?" Why settle for Ft. 
Lauderdale or Purgatory when I could 
go all the way? Besides, either through 
my tan or some other feature, 1 was a 
natural for the place . . .  So many peo­
ple assumed I had already been there, 
telling me things like “ You look like 
you ’ve been through Hell," or “ You 
must have been to Hell and back!”  1 
always felt embarrassed to have to ad­
mit to the fact that I had never been 
there before, and even worse, I had no 
bumper stickers or pennants from 
there to display. So last week, I decid­
ed to go south of the border.

The nearest travel agent I could find 
was Father O ’Connor, who explained 
to me the procedures for getting to 
Hell. “ Just break a commandment or 
tw o," he warned, “ and you'll be on 
your w ay." So I broke one of the top 
ten commandments (well, maybe a few 
more . . .  1 figured why go no-frills 
when I could take first class and 
ironically "live it up” ?), and placed 
myself into a coma (a gruelling process 
involving fish and artichokes that I 
would rather not get into at the mo­
ment).

Satan, Founder and Curator of Hell

Pressure of Hell, as demonstrated by Satan's wife Viola. "It's really Hell," she says, and 
the effect it has had on her shows in the change.

It was nothing like I had expected. I 
had p ictu red  th in gs like M rs. 
O 'Leary’s cow kicking buckets amidst 
flames, as little red men sang “ C'mon 
Baby, Light My Pryor.” And I always 
had images of people moaning and 
wailing and crawling in feces . . . But I 
had seen more of that on Canal Street 
and in Washington Square Park before 
I even left.

At the gate 1 was met by a cheerful 
and pretty little girl who was assigned 
to check my luggage. She was the kind 
of girl you could really "take home to 
m om ," but I hesitated when 1 read the 
nametag on her lapel; “ Lizzie Borden." 
Obviously noting my change in at­
titude, she assured me, “ We have a 
wonderful rehabilitation program here, 
and we would really appreciate it if you 
could try to understand and cooperate 
with us." She had a certain glare in her 
eyes as she spoke, so the next few days 
1 smiled and nodded a lot to everyone I 
met.

A reputable source once told me that 
the nastiest people alive are in NYC. 
and when they die they all go to . . . 
Well, let me recall a typical meeting 
with a Hellite. I believe this was on the 
corner of Fire and Brimstone:

"H i,” I said cheerfully to an old 
street vendor selling felafels and in- 
dugences underneath an umbrella.

“ What do you want from m e?" he 
scowled, “ and why are you staring at 
me?”

"1 ju st wanted to say good 
morning," I responded in a tone as if I 
was asking for his forgiveness.

“ You snivelling, yellow-bellied, no­
gut coward,"he snarled, “ 1 know you 
just want to come over here and say 
things about my back!"

I didn’t detect any problem with his 
back, so I jokingly said, “ Well, 1 guess 
it’s better that 1 tell you about it up 
front than to do it behind you back . . . 
heh.”

He didn't smile.
He took out a long, sharp knife.
He walked towards me.
1 ran . . .  It was obvious this man was 

one of the exceptions to the rehabilita­
tion program.

After this initial incident, I walked 
to “ Meet & Meat”  for brunch. The 
waiter was hunchback, and so I avoid­
ed talking as much as possible. 
However, I did manage to ask him if I 
could see a menu.

“ Walk this way,”  he said as he 
directed me into another room. The 
room contained an enormous glass 
tank that was filled with humans try­
ing to escape. Either the chef didn’t 
know the difference between humans 
and lobsters, or he took people serious-
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ly when they offered to "g ive  him some 
skin." Whatever the case, I just drank 
a "B loody M ary" and left without 
eating. It's just as well . . .  I was told 
the food in Hell is too spicy and often 
causes heartburn. The more I think 
about it, the more I worry about that 
Bloody Mary. I wonder if the language 
spoken there is more literal than ours.

By this tim e, I already felt 
discouraged enough to leave. However, 
I met some people who told me what 
the whole place was all about. I know it 
sounds silly to you, because before my 
trip it seemed absurd to me. But take 
my word for it . . . Hell was erected a 
few thousand years ago as "A  Private 
University in the Public Service (or 
some variation of that)" for those 
members of society who did not behave 
properly. The original building burned 
down in a terrible fire, but an in­
credibly authentic reproduction was 
built in 1066 which stands today under 
the ownership and operation of a large 
Devil Conglomerate.

This history fascinated me, but I was 
still afraid to look over the "Punish­
ment P it" in the center o f town. So, I 
latched on to a tour of the inner- 
w orkings (D evil-M ay-C are Tours, 
Mon.-Fri. 9-5 p.m., Weekends 12-5 
p.m.), and was able to see the
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punishments being offered. Our group 
had to watch the workings from behind 
glass, and photos were not allowed to 
be taken. However, the place was well 
lit, and I was able to pick up some pic­
ture postcards in the main lobby.

Believe me, the tortures being given 
were not for the squeamish. But to 
save you the trip, I'll try to explain 
some of the horrible things these 
pathetic sinners were forced to receive. 
Those who had gone against God dur­
ing their mortal lives were strapped 
down to pews and forced to listen to 
the bra inw ashing  tech n iqu es o f 
Reverend Hiroshima Nagasaki. This 
went on until the person became a true 
follower (or a “ Bom bie") and agreed to 
sell flowers. As if that was not bad 
enough, they had to prove that they 
truly worshipped money by visiting 
The Chase Manhattan Temple and 
depositing all their belongings under 
the name of Rev. Nagasaki.

Those people who had committed 
adultery during their mortal lives had 
it even worse. They were locked into 
rooms that held orgies with people 
such as M om s M abley, Arthur 
Treacher, The Boston Strangler, vic­
tims of Charles Manson, and many 
other repulsive sights that would make 
the Marquis de Sade vomit.

Actually, the rest o f the sinners fell 
into a category that was mild in com­
parison to the above listed. It was still 
awful, but somehow it wasn't quite as 
harsh. All the other sinners were plac­
ed in rooms with giant television 
screens, which forced them to watch 
old videotapes of things like “ Mr. T. 
and Tina,”  "The Joe Franklin Show," 
"Nanny and The Professor," and of 
course, Dinah Shore singing. These 
people were speaking from experience 
when they called the latter “ a fate 
worse than death!"

I felt shaken after the tour, and 
realized I had seen enough of Hell to 
last me a lifetime (or is that vice 
versa?). So, I was back home and once 
again commuting to and from school. 
Ah, once again 1 could cram into public 
transportation under the ground and 
suck in those fumes . . .  and tears of joy  
roll down my cheek as 1 fondly 
reminisce about those screeching and 
piercing sounds. I don 't know anymore 
where the reality starts and ends, but I 
do smile every time someone on the 
subway aks me how my trip to Hell 
was. I just tell them that they’re living 
out Chapter One, and it is to be con­
tinued . . .

990099990000090909

WHO IS
Z 0 L  U M 0 T R A ? .  ^

Who is Zol Umatra? Who is Zol 
Umatra?! Obviously, you are not well- 
acquainted with our magazine if you've 
never heard o f the old bow-tied 
burgemeister of boomfa. Well, settle 
back, because the little guy has a long 
life story. First stumbling onto the 
Plague scene about two and three- 
quarter years ago, back when most 
characters were just a twinkle in their 
creator's eye, Zol has presented a 
series of do-it-yourself guides in which 
he shows off his inconsiderable exper­
tise in a given topic. While we, his 
editors, continually suggest that he 
present a guide to something he really 
has an iota of knowledge about ("Zol's 
Guide To Futzing Thinks U p" and
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Oneself" are two ideas we've sug­
gested), the old polka-dotted pawn of 
perniciousness never contents himself 
with tackling already-known topics, 
but instead continually grasps for the 
brass ring on the merry-go-round of ig­

norance, usually at the cost o f falling 
o ff his wooden palomino and landing in 
the shooting gallery. Zol is our paper’s 
one and only undisputed mascot, se­
cond only to the Reaper, Superrat, Nor­
ton, Clyde, Pegeen Fitzgerald, Mike 
Fairwell, Oligarch Demarest, Cave

Marty and Wazmo. So now that you're 
up-to-date on the Zol legend, let's take 
a trip and fall directly into the 
curlicued king of counter-intelligence's 
current cataclysm, titillatingly titled ..

7 0 LS GUIDE ID  
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B Y  H O W A R D  O S T R O W S K Y  and JO H N  R A W L IN S  A R T  by A M Y  B U R N S  (_

Hello, followers of the sporting life! 
It's Zol “ Time O ut”  Umatra again, br­
inging you the thrill o f victory and the 
agony of athlete’s feet. (A little 
Umatrian humor there, fort spans.) In 
my last guide, we all saw how great a 
professional wrestler I am, and now I 
have managed to convince my editor to 
give this great assignment on new 
sports to me instead of one o f the many 
non-athletic shlub-type reporters on 
this paper. So let’s dive right into Zol's 
narrow world of sports. Timber!

I. G ARB AG E SCOW R A C IN G -A n  
offshoot of sailboat racing, but much 
more exciting and cheaper because the 
city rents these scows out for a cost 
cheaper than what you 'd  pay for a 
week’s worth o f Hefty bags. We start 
on the Amazon and progressively pick 
up t rash until our scows are filled. 
Whoever fills their scow first, wins. I 
won first prize in this event by craftily 
taking a detour along the Hudson and 
throwing a fishnet overboard. My scow A 
was filled before many of my co m -i 
petitors found their first Chunky wrap

your head. M y curlicue gives me a 
natural advantage in this game, but 
this is easily compensated by my total 
lack o f coordination. Not a sport for eg­
gheads.

IV. PRO T W IS T E R -F irst, take o ff 
your shoes. Then spread the brightly- 
colored playing tarpaulin on the 
ground. A Zol suit will suffice, if you ’re 
too cheap to invest in a brightly col­
ored playing tarpaulin. My close friend 
and chiropractor Kiniktu Cartilige 
heartily endorses this game as it has 
helped him put all his sons through col­
lege and all his daughters into Zena 
jeans. Not recommended for the color­
blind, but this one can be great fun for 
those w ho’d like to become entangled 
in the limbs of fifteen roller derby 
queens.

V. C E L E B R I T Y  IN V E R T E D  
P Y R A M ID —Today our guests are Or­
son Welles, Dom DeLuise, Joe Besser, 
James Coco, Shelly Winters, Beverly 
Sills, and Idi Amin. And we’re all going 
to make an inverted human pyramid. I, 
being the most athletic member of our 
panel, have been elected to take the 
bottom support. I think I'll give Dr. 
Cartilige a call later on . . .

II. H E A D B A L L —If you think hand­
ball is fun, wait’ll you try repeatedly 
hitting a medicine ball around with

III. GROUND S K Y D IV IN G -A  safer 
version of the old pastime of leaping 
out o f  an airplane and falling 
downwards, ground skydiving entails 
leaping skywards and landing in the 
airplane. Simply slip on the metal 
shoes and have your friend fly 
overhead with an electromagnet. The 
last time I tried this I got a bit waylaid 
and ended up stuck to the radar dish of 
a Soyuz 36 Electromagnetic Cable-TV 
Boom fa Surveillance W orks-In-A - 
Drawer Satellite. Good thing I was 
able to leap onto the good old 
Am erican Skylab a while later, 
although I fear my weight might have 
been responsible for a slight alteration

V I . R E A L -L I F E  S P A C E  I N ­
V A D E R S —D on ’t have any spare 
change? No problem! Now, after a 
short trip to the outer limits of our 
galaxy, you can play this great video8 medicine bal1 around with in the lab’s orbital path. galaxy, you can play this great video ®
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game in real life without spending a 
penny! (Transportaion costs not in­
cluded.) It's much more challenging to 
try to shoot down real invading aliens 
than those dumb TV imitations. And 
how exciting to know your very life’s 
on the line rather than just your 
twenty-five cents!

r i nat * snow V°u use at Christmas, but this fice before long.
tiGO99&G9G9b9b8y9b9e6G69ee60600ee0eeeee80O0B900e©9eeB60e860606069096eoo098e000ee

.... . .
V II. W A R  G A M E  O B S T A C L E  
COURSE— This ain't like the course

, you had in gym class, folks. After run­
ning the mine field and avoiding shells 
from the Jap kamikazees, I was nearly 

| too tired to get through the germ war­
fare zone and collapse after dodging 
the napalm and firebombs. Fun, huh?
X  J P * -

V I I I .  M A C H IN E  R O D E O -T h e  
animal kingdom is not immune to the 
many instances of machines taking 
over jobs. Witness the great number of 
bucking broncos and wild steer that

are presently unemployed. I recently 
tricycled down west to Texas, home of 
John Wayne, Gary Cooper, and Larry 
flagman, to take a gander at this new­
fangled machine rodeo I ’ve heard so 
much about. Though I was a bit 
trepidated at the thought of riding a 
bucking Maverick or M ustang (not the 
horses, the cars), I did do a neat job  of 
roping a wild M aytag washer right in 
its rinse cycle.
IX . D O W N H IL L  B O B S L E D ­
D IN G —A short hop to the Grand Ca­
nyon brings us to our winter sports 
event—downhill bobsledding. Way 
downhill bobsledding. I never quite 
realized how steep the Grand Canyon 
was until I went hurtling down it at 
breakneck speed in a boblsled. They 
covered the bottom  with that fake 
snow you use at Christmas, but this

really did not cushion the six-thousand 
foot drop as much as you 'd  think. Good 
thing I'm  a cartoon character and 
don ’t ever get hurt, or I would have 
gone the way of all the other folks who 
entered this competition.

■ f f -
1*1

The sporting life—for some it may be 
too tough. Of course, for those who sit 
home and watch it on TV it’s no sweat. 
For me it’s no sweat either—my car­
toonist can ’t draw perspiration. Have a 
ball playing these great sports, and I ’ll 
probably see you in Dr. Cartilege’s of­
fice before long.

Recently, the U.S. governm ent 
released reports which clear the oil 
companies from any blame for the 
gasoline shortage of 1979. So you see, 
it wasn't us after all. The reports prove 
it. Sure in the past we’ve told you that 
all the information the bureaucratic 
government feeds you about us is lies 
but this time they're telling the truth. 
Really.

The reports by the Departments of 
Justice and Energy show that the shor­
tage was created solely by the disrup­
tion in the production of Iranian oil. Oh 
sure, the Iranians still don ’t sell us any 
oil and we didn't have any gas lines 
this summer. That only goes to show 
you just how tricky those Arabs are.

The report goes on to prove that we 
didn't create the shortages so we could 
hike our prices. That’s the truth. We 
just lucked out on that one. Of course 
we did push for the law to sell gas by 
the half gallon, after all you didn’t ex­
pect us to shell out for new pumps did 
you? And don't ask us what those oil­
laden tanks were doing anchored off 
the coast for weeks, because we don ’t 
know. Besides, they never did turn up 
those movies of us dumping oil in the 
desert which were supposed to have 

| been sent to 60 Minutes, not that there 
were any movies, mind you.

What irks us though, is the fact it 
took so long for them to prove our in-

f. This ad paid for by GuKble Oil,
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NOW I'VE HEARD
E V E R Y T H I N G /

A Bad Advice Column

A m e r ic a 's  fo r e m o s t  p s e u d o p ­
sychologist, Priscilla Priss, answers 
letters found in Ann L anders' 
wastebasket.

Dear Priscilla: (all letters were 
originally addressed to Ann and were 
changed without her permission). I 
never in life thought I would have to 
write a letter to you, but I ’ve finally 
reached the pits. You see, Priscilla, I ’m 
a 16 year old girl who is 5 ’2 " tall and 
weighs 400 pounds. My problem is not 
that I ’m overweight. What is really 
bothering me is my twin sister. You 
see, Priscilla, she has anorexia nervosa, 
which means, as I ’m sure you already 
know but I ’ll tell you anyway, that she 
is real skinny. Actually, that isn’t my 
problem either. What I ’m trying to tell 
you is my family is very poor. Well, 
that’s not quite my problem either. 
Okay, I ’ll get to the point. My sister 
and I have to share the same bed. Last 
night, while I was asleep I accidental­
ly, of course, rolled over to her side of 
the bed. Luckily, she fell out of the bed 
as a result. One of these days she won’t 
be so lucky and something too horrible 
to mention will happen. Can you think 
of a solution to my problem, Priscilla?

I really don’t want to be a murderer, 
Peoria, 111.

Dear Murderer: That is one of the 
funniest stories I have ever heard! 
Have you ever thought of selling your 
letter to “ That's Incredible!" I think 
you would make a mint if you did. It 
would also be the solution to your pro­
blem. You would then have enough 
money to move into a bigger apart­
ment or house and then you and your 
sister would each have your own bed.!

Dear Priscilla: Up until now I have 
been too ashamed to admit my

peculiarity, but I figured that I should 
come out of the closet so others who 
share it with me won’t feel like the only 
ones who are afflicted. Priscilla I am 
addicted to Muzak. I have spent entire 
days in department store elevators, 
unable to step out. In addition, I have 
accumulated enormous dentist and 
doctor bills because I make appoint­
ments so I can sit in the waiting rooms. 
I also get anxiety attacks when I go 
outdoors since they haven't installed 
Muzak there yet. I have tried listening 
to Lawrence Welk and Barry Manilow 
records but it just isn’t the same. For 
the past year I have begged my hus­
band to get Muzak piped into our 
house, but he refuses. Whenever 1 men­
tion it, he threatens to send me to the 
state mental institution. Priscilla, I 
don’t know what to do anymore.

“ I think I'm Going Out o f My Head” 
with “ Feelings,”  San Jose, Cal.

Dear "O ut of your head,” : If that is 
the worst problem in your life that you 
have to write me about, you should 
consider yourself a very lucky woman. 
All you need to do is dump your hus­
band, pipe the Muzak into your home, 
and get a job  as an elevator operator in 
a department store somewhere.

Dear Priscilla: On June 13, 1955, you 
wrote a column that has inspired me 
throughout the years. Unfortunately, 
the paper I had has disintegrated. 
Could you please reprint it for my own 
selfish reasons? 1 really don't care if 
anyone else cares to see it again.

Love ya Priscilla, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Dear Love ya: You were really a pain 
in the ass in making me dig through 
my files like that. You're lucky I found 
it. Here’s the stupid column.

Maturity vs. Immaturity 
Maturity is gray hair and wrinkles, im­
maturity is acne.
Maturity is prunes, immaturity is 
Froot Loops.
Maturity is forgetting what you did 
yesterday because of senility, im­
maturity because of a hangover. 
Maturity is arthritis, immaturity is 
mono.
Maturity is The New York Times 
financial section, immaturity is "Dear 
Priscilla."

U P D A T E
B Y  DONNA G O U S E

Most TV viewers are unaware of the 
fact that behind every new TV series 
which ears a slot in the fall schedule 
there are around 40 program proposals 
which never make it to the airwaves. 
Most TV viewers couldn't care less 
about this, but that is besides the 
point. Our unreliable sources have dug 
up a list of TV show ideas which were 
turned down by the folks who bring 
you "The Dukes of Hazzard.”

“ Fun With Podiatry” —a new con­
cept in reality programming. Each 
week viewers get an exciting, behind- 
the-scenes glimpse into the treatment 
of foot disease. Also features a “ Foot 
Joke of the W eek" segment.

“ That's B orin g !"—Mike Douglas 
hosts a yawn-filled hour which profiles 
individuals in unusually uninteresting 
occupations. The season premiere was 
to feature a shoelace inspector and n 
toll booth worker.

“ The Brady Bunch Visit Mount St. 
H elens"—a mini-series. What starts us 
a pleasant hike through the woods 
ends up as the demise of the most ob­
noxious group of people TV has ever 
created. According to the creator of 
this mini-series. Chuck Barris, “ We 
wanted to dispose of them as painless­
ly as possible."

"The Sex and Violence Hour” —a 
program that gives the audience what 
it wants, plain and simple.

" P a r e n t a l  G u id a n ce  Is 
Suggested"—previously titled "T ues­
day Movie of the W eek." A series of 
weekly TV movies whose purpose is to 
exploit social issues like child abuse 
and police brutality, thus grabbing big 
ratings.

"The Schizoids” —a situation com­
edy about a family whose meml>ers 
con ta in  a m an ic-depressive , an 
obsess iv e -com p u ls iv e  neurotic, a 
hysteric and a multiple personality. 
Brought to you by the creator of "The 
Waltons.”

5



"PUJEUETOniE f\JE075
A team of scientists at Pseudo 

University’s School of Pop-Psychology 
have completed a series o f studies 
which may be a cause for alarm for 
those who have a preference for ex­
ploitive, easy to read newspapers. This 
conclusion  was drawn from  ex ­
periments conducted on rats. The pro­
cedure was that one group of rats was 
fed a steady diet o f paper from The Na­
tional Enquirer, another group was fed 
The New York Post and a third group 
was fed The New York Times. In addi­
tion, a control group of rats was fed 
The Wall Street Journal. At the end of 
a two week period, the rats were exter­
minated (not humanely) and their 
brains were measured and weighed.

The findings of the experiment were 
dramatic. The brains o f the rats who 
ate The National Enquirer and The 
New York Post decreased enormously 
both in size and weight, with a slightly 
bigger decrease in the Enquirer group. 
The scientists also observed an in­
crease in aggressive behavior in these 
two groups after feeding them, which 
they speculate as a sign of addiction. 
On the other hand, the brains of the 
rats fed The New York Times slightly 
increased in size and weight. There was 
h ow ever, an u n ex p ected  s lig h t  
decrease o f size and weight in the 
brains of the control group, which the 
scientist attributed to boredom. Fur­
ther evidence for this theory was their 
lethargic behavior.

According to the scientists, these fin­
dings provide enough evidence to con­
clude that certain newspapers are 
potentially hazardous to humans, so 
they should be required to have a warn­
ing label on them. They stated that 
such a label must inform the consumer 
that the product can cause irreversible 
mental retardation if used in extreme 
dosages.

* * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * . * . * *

Fred Silverman, president of NBC, 
has announced that Ronald Reagan 
has signed a long-term contract with 
the network. According to Mr. Silver- 
man, Reagan will be the host o f a mid­
season replacement entitled " I n ­
credibly Stupid People,”  in addition to 
his duties as President. A spokesman 
for the Reagan camp said "W e ’re going 
to lay to rest those rumors that the 
President-elect is too  old to do 
anything once and for all, even if we

I have to run him ragged to do it.”  When 
asked why Ronnie was chosen as the 
host of this talk and variety show, Mr. 
Silverman replied, “ I wanted to be sure 
this program has a host who will have 
no difficulty in communicating with 
the guests or in showing empathy 
toward them.”

The bomb scare in the Main Building 
last month was just a hoax, according 
to WSUC Dean Jill Claster. When ask­
ed to explain the gaping hole in the 
wall o f the fifth floor of Main, Dean 
Claster said that the hole "w as 
deliberately created by an NYU con­
struction crew to provide adequate 
ventilation for the fifth floor.”
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

To bolster it ’s sagging finances, 
NYU will open a luxury resort hotel in 
February. ‘The Villa Sloane House’ will 
feature the very best in Waterbeds. Its 
gourmet restaurant, which boasts the 
clientele o f several health inspectors, 
will feature menu choices like ‘ Roast 
Roach a la king' and ‘jugo del H2O’. 
The rooms shall be expansive—the 
deluxe suites being almost as large as 
the closets in other hotels. The guests 
will also be able to enjoy free benefits 
like watching wildlife (rats, roaches, 
spiders, and other wee beasties) in the 
privacy of their own rooms. Plus, they 
will have the chance of forming 
delightful new friendships with the 
hobos, bums, and winos who regularly 
inhabit the corridors of the hotel. Rates 
will be very reasonable; a king’s ran­
som would just about suffice.

* * * * * * * * * ■ ¥ . * * * . * * * * * * * * *

The Staff o f the P la gu es  in* 
vestigative unit have uncovered one of 
the saddest blights on the nation: the

Kiddie Porn racket. This activity is so 
awful, so disgusting, that it is hard for 
us to even talk about it. What we have 
decided to do, in the grand tradition of 
the Rupert Murdoch school of jour­
nalism, is to reprint an example of this 
nasty practice in all its gory details.

“ Come with me behind the garage, ” 
Raggedy Andy moaned to the un­
suspecting Ann, ”  I've got something I  
want to show you .”  Raggedy Ann 
answered with a dainty, rag dollish nod 
and skipped along the flowered path 
with Andy, who looked so much like 
herself that it is hard to tell the dif­
ference. ” Ohh A ndy,”  Ann giggled, 
“ It's so small!”  “ /  know, Ann, but 
don't worry, the tailor said that if I was 
a good boy and did everything he 
wanted, he would give me all the extra 
cloth l  need!”

The rest is enough to turn even the 
strongest stomach. In the next edition 
o f The Plague, we continue this series 
and show an example o f the disgusting 
Sado-M asochistic perversions o f  
Punch and Judy.
***********************

Yesterday, in an effort to identify 
with the youth of America, President 
elect Ronald Reagan made a surprise 
visit to CBGB with bright blue hair, a 
leather jacket, leather pants, and safe­
ty pins through the chordlike flaps of 
skin under his chin. When asked for a 
comment, Reagan spat blood on 
reporters and screamed obscenities.

Ronald Reagan
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Senator Alfonse D ’Am ato announc­
ed that he is the first male in medical 
history to become pregnant. D ’Amato 
pointed the finger to Am y Carter as be­
ing the father. It is believed that the 
medical first was caused by A m y’s 
hands on, in depth study of nuclear 
proliferation.
♦ • i f . * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * . * * *

In its latest effort to ease the hous­
ing shortage at NYU, the university 
announced its plan to rent out portions 
of a low-income housing project in 
Cleveland, Ohio. During an exclusive
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in te r v ie w  w ith  a u n iv e r s it y  
spokesman, Joe Schlemiel, he declared, 
“ This is a solution to all our problems, 
for both the students, and most impor­
tantly, for the Housing Office.”  When 
questioned about the lack of proximity 
of Cleveland to Greenwich Village, he 
asked if he could be excused for awhile 
to talk to his supervisors.

Approximately an hour later he 
emerged from the men's room where 
this reporter heard a heated discussion 
in progress. Mr. Schlemiel, in a visibly 
distressed state announced, “ W e goof­
ed. Someone confused Cleveland with 
Staten Island, but it ’s too late to back 
out of the deal we made.”  A t this point, 
the spokesman lowered his voice until 
it was barely audible and continued, 
“ If we tried to back out now, we would 
have the mob after us.”  Mr. Schlemiel 
then proceeded to ramble about his 
wife and kids, with their house in the 
suburbs, but due to the fact that this 
reporter had an appointment with the 
gynecologist in half an hour, he was in­
terrupted to further elaborate on the 
Cleveland situation, which he did. He 
stated, “ The NYU H ousing A d ­
ministration reached a decision during 
the past hour, this being to house the 
majority of freshmen there next 
September. We are sure this decision 
will be as commendable as those we 
have made in the past.”  He cited past 
arrangements such as Sloane House 
and LIU as examples. In an increasing­
ly confident tone of voice he stated, 
"There are numerous hidden advan­
tages to the plan. Just think, the 
students will not have to ride on the 
dangerous subways. Traveling by 
plane is so much more fun, and besides, 
commuting is commuting whether 
you’re in a hole or in the sky.”  He fur­

ther added that, “ It should do no harm 
to their social life or sense of belonging 
to the NYU community. They will be 
just as alientaed as everyone around 
here.” His newly acquired optimism 
was clearly evident in his last comment 
which he stated, “ M ost important is 
the excellent living conditions the 
students will be provided. According 
to the Board of Health at Cleveland, 
we have been informed the rats are 
much smaller there than in Sloane 
House.

B Y  DONNA G O U S E

November is traditionally the month 
at NYU when about 80 percent o f the 
student body begins to contemplate 
transferring to another college. This is 
especially true for freshmen, who for 
the past three months have been 
receiving letters from their high school 
friends at distant campuses, each one 
exclaiming, “ This is the greatest place, 
my social life has never been better!”  
Since the social life for the average 
freshman at NYU has never been 
worse, the frustrated student, one day 
while struggling for air in a Main 
Building elevator, will ask himself, 
"W hat am I doing here?”  Chances are 
he is one of the many students who 
chose to attend this esteemed institu­
tion for reasons such as the result of a 
coin toss (heads NYU, tails—Univ. of 
Vermont), or the fact that the West 
Fourth St. station is safer than Colum­
bia's. Below is a list o f helpful hints for 
such students who find themselves 
walking the streets mumbling, “ I 
should have gone to Boston,”  yet are 
unable to pinpoint why they are so 
miserable here. The Plague sincerely 
hopes this list will promote transfers at 
NYU so those staff members on hous­
ing waiting 'ists will finally get in a 
dorm.

You shouldn’t have chosen NYU if:
1. You want to get away from the 

New York metropolitan area. Despite 
what you have heard to the contrary, 
Greenwich Village is part of New York 
City.

2. You would like your school's

student-faculty ratio to be no more 
than 10 to 1. If you have been informed 
that this is the norm at NYU, you have 
your statistics mixed up. Rather, 
there’s a 1 in 10 chance that you will 
ever talk to one o f your professors 
before you graduate.

3. You are a jock or like looking at 
jocks. If you were planning on spen­
ding your Saturday afternoons cheer­
ing for a football team, you will have 
trouble finding one at NYU. The sad 
fact (or fortunate, depending on your 
point of view) is that NYU students are 
not very sports minded. If you refuse 
to believe this, ask a few if they know 
their school color.

4. You like grass (the green stuff 
with chlorophyll). Does college mean to 
you a campus with rolling hills in a 
hicktown somewhere upstate? If that 
is so, you were really dumb in choosing 
NYU! If you believed that “ Greenwich 
Village is Your Campus”  slogan in the 
student handbook, you probably also 
thought that John Anderson had a 
chance of winning the election. Sooner 
or later, one must face the truth, that 
NYU is a bunch o f buildings near a 
park in a very big city.

5. All you wear is preppie clothes and 
you expect the same of everyone else. 
Sorry conformist, but anything goes at 
NYU. In this neighborhood, you can 
have green hair and wear a spacesuit 
and nobody will bat an eyelash. If 
you're into peer pressure, go to Vassar.

On behalf o f The Plague and all the 
elevator operators in Main Building, 
Bon Voyage!
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“ Current Milieu In The American Photographic 
Experience of Today.”

B Y  P E T E R  R E I S E R
Enrico Soenso is considered by many 

to be the tip of the cutting edge of 
photography as an art today. His black 
and white photos in the "street’ ' tradi­
tion continue to increase in complexity, 
seeming almost like snapshots in their 
casual embrace of chaotic events. 
Viewing his work is tangental ex­
perience in all the vageries of light and 
dark. His work reflects his primary 
concerns of space and light as separate 
entities, and as they work together.

What follows is a personal statement 
by the photographer about his medium 
and then a discussion of his portfolio 
specially prepared for The Plague.

"1 can think of no more discouraging 
environment for the creative spirit 
than a vacuum of non-receptivity and 
down right offensive stupidity. An ar­
tist at work is a hard laborer indeed 
but to also swim in an ever present ug­
ly sea of indifference stacks the cards 
against even the most euphoric souls. 
And that is why I would like to thank 
NYU for all its encouragement and 
financial support.

My primary concern is not to 
describe literally or accurately the ob­
jects 1 chose to photograph, but to con­
sider their physical qualities and ar­
range them in space, and under certain 
conditions of light that will, when 
transformed photographically, pro­
duce images that correspond to feel­
ings and ideas. My work explores the 
pictorial possibilities that occur in us­
ing a camera (with film) to extend and 
manipulate the range of tones normally 
seen and rendered under standard ex­
posure conditions. Incorporated in this 
shooting process is the control to 
render selectively one part of an image 
with sharp well-defined edges, while 
another part can be pictured with blur­
red edges suggesting movement. The 
combining of sources of light of vary­
ing intensities and the manipulation of 
particular areas of tonality contribute 
to the extended range and saturation 
of grey in the images.

T he title  o f  my p o rtfo lio  is 
Photographic Inquiries; my aim in do­
ing this piece was to capture, ex­
perience, record and respond to the 
state o f consciousness that would oc­
cur during the experience of being 
wrapped to a Beech Tree. 1 have includ­
ed in my portfolio 5 photo-plates 
because the number 5 is the Karmatic 
representation of the 5 letters of 
Aries—my Zodiacal signification.”

—Enrico Soenso

PHOTO PLATE ONE: "L E N S CAP'

Interviewer: " I  see here your frustra­
tion at the inability o f the camera to 
capture the esoteric aspects of life. You 
make a bold statement about the limits 
of human understanding, and the 
representation of the darker aspects of 
human existance is a masterstroke of 
photographic interpretation.

Mr. Soenso: “ Actually, I forgot to 
take the lens cap o ff—it was supposed 
to be a picture of my dog.”

PHOTO PLATE TWO: 
“ URBAN L IV IN G ”

Int.: "Y ur aim in this picture was to 
alter the pail’s reality. The picture 
overflows with symbolism. The alley 
cats represent the downtrodden poor: 
the kittens are ghetto youth, young 
and innocent now, but soon they will be 
hardened by the severity o f life in the 
slums. The trash can symbolizes the 
rundown tenements—closed in and 
grey. The corrigated sheet metal 
stands for the endless fluctuant 
economic cycles which, although they 
sometimes do not help the poor, but 
toss them about in a sea of monetary 
variations, caused by an indifterent 
governmental bureaucratic institution. 
The photograph is a deep meaningful 
expression o f non-rectilinear com- 
posiums, orgnized in space to define 
periferally the subjective approach to 
photo-journalistic stylization."

Mr. Soenso: “ Not really . . . there 
were just these damn cats in my 
garage pail and I thought that if I 
shook the camera at them, it would 
scare them away. When I was shaking 
the camera I accidentally took a pic­
ture and . . well . . . you know . . .  I saw 
how much it was worth . . . ”

PHOTO PLATE TH REE: 
“ COW IN G R A S S”

Int.: “ This represents the decline of 
our n a tio n ’s farm land and the 
dustbowl effect of the Mid W e s t . . . ” 

Mr. Soenso: “ N ope.”
Int.: "W ell then, it stands for the 

growing industrialization of our coun­
try side and rise o f agri-businesses.”  

Mr. Soenso: “ Ennnnnt . . . wrongo!” 
Int: “ Uh . . . The photograph sym­

bolizes the lonely isolation of the rural 
life in the hinterland and the fluidity of 
the populations moving to the in­
dustrialized . . . ”

Mr. Soenso: “ That’s not it .”
Int.: “ Ah . . .  er . . .  um . . .  i t . . .  ah . . .  

oh , o h —I g o t  i t ! !  The p h oto  
signifies—”

Mr. Soenso: “ No, no, no—the photo 
doesn’t signify anything. I t ’s a literal 
depiction. I t ’s a photo of a cow in 
grass.”

Int.: “ I don ’t understand. I don ’t see 
a cow, and where’s the grass?”

Mr. Soenso: “ You must understand 
that the photo represents the ground 
after the cow has fed.”

Int.: “ But then where is the cow ?” 
M r. S o e n s o : “ W h a t do  you

think—the cow 's going to hang around 
when there s no grass?”

PHOTO PLATE FOUR:
“ P A R A LLE L L IN E S”

Interviewer: “ This is a really great 
pictorialization. The tracks represents 
life; each one of us is truly alone and 
can never really touch another person. 
We must go down the rail-bed of life 
never experiencing true consciousness 
with another soul. It represents the il­
lusion of socio-familial unification and 
futility of parallelism. The photo-plate 
symbolizes the signification of the 
portends of modem alienation and
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isolation of the intellectual. The study 
is an arco-synthetic composium of rich 
hybrids blended into contrasting views 
of the synthesis of the human ex­
perience, juxtaposed in relation to, but 
not in contradiction of the natural 
auspices.

Mr. Soenso: “ W e ll. .  . not exactly . . .  
you see I dropped my ring onto the 
tracks and it was getting dark so I 
thought I would take a picture, blow it 
up real big on my enlarger and then I 
could find it so I ’d know exactly where 
it was the next day when I would come 
back to get it.’ ’

Int.: “ And when you sw it in your 
darkroom you realized that your deep 
subconscious self had created a 
photographic masterpiece?

Mr. Soenso: “ No. When I found out 
how much I could get for it—then I 
realized that I had crea ted  a 
photographic masterpiece.

PHOTO PLATE FIVE 

“ K IN FO LK "

Int.: “ This is your greatest picture—it 
shows tremendous insight and talent. 
The camera lens is the eye through 
which you look back on your found 
recollections and memories of your 
childhood years. The photo is a 
nostalgic vignette of the carefree and 
distorted view of the world you held as 
a boy. I especially like the casual em­
brace of chaotic events—the photo is 
almost snap-shot like.”

Mr. Soenso: “ Frankly, the photo was 
taken by a boy, my 7-year-old cousin 
took it with a Polaroid at his birthday 
party. It was a present.”

Int.: “ Ah, I see you gave him the 
camera so he would start enjoying the 
rewards of photographic endeavors at 
an early age—you wanted him to start 
d ow n  th e  ro a d  o f
photo-interpretation.' ’

Mr. Soenso: “ I didn’t give him the 
camera; I gave him a train. It was real 
neat. It had lights and a whistle and—’ ’ 

Int.: “ I'm  sorry but we don ’t have 
any more time. On behalf o f all The 
Plague readers I would like to thank 
you for your inspirational, educational, 
observational, accidental portfolio:

Photographic Inquiries.
Mr. Soenso: “ I have enjoyed being 

here and discussing my work. You 
have my check?"

SPECIAL TO THE PLAGUE  
(But not to anybody else)

REPORT: STUDENT A PA TH Y

I was going to write an article about 
student apathy, but why bother? W ho 
cares? What difference would it make? 
No one would read it. Anyway, I never 
got around to writing i t . . .

.Alow  T H A T 'S  JOHhJAhJDE^So/J/  jj ISFAMTAS/ IS
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This Week's Specials —
') ♦ Khomeni Kabab fried in Persian Gulf Oil

t Iraq of Lamb
♦ Sahara Sandwich baked with Mideast Yeast 

.♦ Menachem Bagels and Tossed Sadat 
4 Entebbe Enchiladas with Beef of Baghdad

Kuwait-Watchers Approved Desserts
$ Morocco Road Ice Cream 
§ Kadafi Taffy 
6 Yemen Merangue Pie

OUR SECRET SYRIA SAUCE HAS NO FLAVOR, BODY, OR CHARACTER
jr,moas

And lo, there was another movie.

OH, GOD! BOOK 87
IPG Q ‘

C H E V Y  and B E N J I
Sexual Smorgasbord!

YOUR : 
f a n t a s ie s !
can ! live 
up to

THEIRS"' 1
gjJffiJN O W  PLAYING

® .

Martinson's Paint & Coffee 
Company Present . . .
Joe Franklin's

Starring Rocky Graziano, 
Tiny Tim, Mason Reese, & 
Totie Field’s corpse 
(special guest appearance by 
Larry Kenney, of "Bowling 
for Dollars" fame)

HEAR what the critics say
//

“ This is a very special film, a 
very beautiful celebration o f 
the power o f love to  heal and
i n s p i r e . ”  — A r c h e r  W in s t e n . N Y . P o s t

Ronald
“El Sharif Terrible' 

Reagan

Vidal Sassoon

Qomer Pyle
ano

UNCLE FLOYD, as 
“El Hombre dal Ano"

1 A funny love story.

M o e , L a r i y  
a n d  C u r l /

Beautiful"
—Joe Franklin, WOR

"Fabulous"
—Joe Franklin, WOR

Wondrous"
-Joe Franklin, WOR

MARILYN
CHAMBERS
A l m o  S t a r r i n g  J O H X X Y  H I  A  D O

"A film that is simply splendid... fascinating, 
and entertaining..

“Goldie Hawn
at her very best”

-Jettrey Lyons WPlX TV WCGSRdOo

P R I V A T E
P A R T S

[®<® e ;r = £ ~ £ £  O
NOW PLAYING AT A FUGSH1P THEATRE NEAR YOU

in





------------ NATION--------------
The People Speak!

Nation Apprehensive as Election Day nears.

Elections Are Like Turnups

Elections are like turnips 
If you eat them, you won’t 
like them,
But aren’t they pretty?
They grow in the ground 
They decide who has political 
power
They’ re fun to mash 
There are often recounts 
They can turn your stomach 
They can turn your stomach 
They’ re black and red and red 
all over 
And they fly.

So the 1980’s era o f leadership is primed 
to begin.

Tomorrow’s election, still rated as too 
close to call, will conclude one o f the most 
extraordinary campaigns in U.S. political 
history. The surprises started as early as 
1978 when Americans learned that the 
man they elected in 1976 would not be 
running in 1980. With the presidency ef­
fectively vacant, the party nomination 
chases became extremely volatile. As a 
result, both parties produced nominees 
who were considered longshots when the 
campaign began. To confuse the issue even 
more, they were joined in the fall cam­
paign by a strong independent candidate, 
making this the first substantial three- 
person race for the White House since 
1968.

The (3 .0 .P. helped us to realize how 
futile predictions would be this election 
year when they nominated 139-year old 
conservative Admiral Elmo Methuselah 
Henderson as their 1980 standard bearer. 
Henderson made his first political news in 
1964, after his popular career in show 
business and active honorary naval com­
mand had ended. That year, at the 
Goldwater convention, he and his 
followers walked out, declaring that the 
Arizona Senator’s ‘ ‘ pathetically disguised. 
Bolshevism won’t fool these tin sailors.”  
Henderson then announced his 1980 can­
didacy, stating, “ 1 have no doubt that by 
then this nation's views will have caught 
up to those o f  my fleets and I.”

There is really no evidence to support 
that prediction. His nomination is owed 
to tactical factors, not ideological ones. 
His 1964 announcement preceded that o f 
his closest challenger and eventual runn­
ing mate Drungo Pine by 14 years, giving 
the Admiral an organizational head start. 
Also pivotal was his competition for the 
nomination. With several moderates op­
posing him in each primary from New 
Hampshire to California, no single 
moderate candidate was ever able to at­
tract more than 15% o f the vote while 
Henderson could count on a solid 17% 
right wing support all primary season 
long. Even though an average o f 83% 
voted against him in each primary, that 
long sought after victory was indeed his.

Some o f his positions, however, have 
made Americans wonder if he is perhaps 
too firmly planted in a fantasy world that 
only exists in our collective past. His vocal 
refusal to negotiate SALT II with Czar 
Nicholas I is one example. Still, his sup­
porters love him with a fanatical zeal that 
defies any explanation. Many even insist 
that Henderson is alluded to in the Bible 
The Admiral only comments he cannot 
recall, as he was pretty young then. Ad­
ding to his nostalgic call “ to make this 
country what it was before it was what it is 
now”  is the fond memory o f his own past. 
At the turn o f the century Henderson was 
perhaps the most beloved “ Follies”  
dancer there was and after he made the 
career switch to the movies in WWI, his 
popularity in training films won him ac­
claim as “ America’s Sweetheart”  for the 
duration o f the war. This performing 
background is perceived as his greatest ad­
vantage on the campaign trail in the race 
with his democratic opponent, former 
Alaska governor Dean Burden.

It is generally accepted in political 
circles that only widespread national 
doubt about Gov. Burden is making it 
possible for a man such as Henderson to 
have a prayer o f  a chance at winning the 
presidency. The first Eskimo to contend 
for national office is an enigma, even at 
this late date. All his positions are vague, 
exclusive o f his desire to see himself 
elected in which he is quite specific. Most 
observers think he is a moderate, but it’s 
hard to tell, since his command o f  the 
English language is practically non- 
existant, although some find that a 
reassuring sign o f his being “ just plain 
fo lk ." Burden is so single minded in his 
purpose, he has lately resorted to vicious 
verbal (as they were) attacks on Hender­

son which may have backfired. If nothing 
else, Burden has an image o f Eskimo 
trustworthiness and honesty and those 
who are wary o f Henderson do not need 
to hear statements like, “ Me think he lose 
IQ challenge to walrus,”  to help convince 
them that Burden is a preferable alter­
native to the Admiral.

Perhaps the most interesting develop­
ment o f  this campaign was the emergence 
o f a strong third party candidate, after 
Rep. John Anderson ended his campaign 
on the advice o f his chief strategist, 
Michael Doonesbury, when a better job 
came Anderson’ s way. In his place step­
ped a genuine alternative, Loretta Persim­
mon. With no major party affiliation in 
her background, the 3 term Connecticut 
state senator sparked considerable interest 
earlier this year. Hers was a fresh voice, 
articulately presenting interesting answers 
to policy questions, along with quite a bit 
o f wit and charm. Still, the polls show 
many people are reluctant to vote for a 
woman for president. And, without party 
machinery behind her, national network 
exposure has been hard to come by, and 
when it did come, it was no easy chore get­
ting anyone to listen. There is no need to 
repeat the That's Incredible incident again 
here. Yet, this is a crazy political year, so 
some chance o f success remains possible, 
if admittedly unlikely, tomorrow.

So, given this background, the nation is 
perceptibly apprehensive this evening. It’ s 
hard to imagine that merely 50 years ago, 
we had the most frivolous election eve in 
our history. Calvin Coolidge, “ the wild 
and wooly president”  was allegedly made 
so giddy by the prospect o f Herbert 
Hoover’s election that he stripped down 
to his shorts, put a lampshade on his head 
and tried to proposition a fire hydrant on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. Tonight, only 
Saag, the official Congressional optimist 
who is paid to be twice as optimistic as the 
average citizen, was spotted dancing, but 
even he was fully clothed.

Yet, in an election where so many are 
seemingly dissatisfied with the temporal 
players in the game, perhaps the real point 
is that no one really believes we won’t sur­
vive the next four years. Paine’s observa­
tions remain as true as they w ei. in 1774. 
Elections are still like turnips, and that is 
one facet o f the system which no one has 
complained about yet. And by that stand, 
Americans may well be saying that turnips 
are really what they want in this election 
year.
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“The Common Man”
Alaska’s Burden revealed to America.

Dean Burden, the man some political 
observers and statesmen describe as a 
“ dork,”  “ stupid,”  “ mentally unbalanc­
ed,”  and “ a cunning politician,”  spent 
his formative years in the Eskimo fishing 
village o f  Koyukuk, Alaska, which was 
dominated by the now nearly extinct 
Wank-O-Kos-Her tribe. Born Deanik 
(“ Big Whale” ) Okoola on May 8, 1920, 
he was the eldest child o f  the family. His 
father, Koola Okoola was reputed to be 
one o f the best fishermen around. 
Deanik’s mother was the former Moola 
Soka, and his siblings included his sister 
Aloria and brother Nupchuck.

Sometime around 1939-1940, a Nazi 
torpedo was accidentally fired toward the 
Okoolas village, wiping it out. The few 
surivivors included Deanik, his mother, 
brother, and sister. Koola’s body was 
never found.

FBI agents investigating the incident 
took the Okoola family survivors to Fair­
banks. After settling in, Moola made the 
acquaintance o f Jacob Burden, know to 
all as “ Boss Jake,”  head o f the Alaskan 
political “ machine” . After a quick court­
ship, the two married. Deanik and his 
relatives were adopted by Burden, who 
took more than a fatherly interest in him.

“ Boss Jake,”  whose activities included 
campaigning for statehood and branding 
any kind o f union activity as “ Commie- 
inspired,”  arranged for Deanik, now 
referred to as Dean, to gain admission to 
the Anchorage Naval Academy in 1942. 
Two years later, Dean joined the Navy as 
a seaman First Class. Said one o f his 
classmates: “ W ho’d have thought tht 
ugly so-and-so would get so far? 1 mean, 
he spoke like a retard and never washed!”

Dean saw some action in the closing 
days o f WW1I. Still holding a grudge 
against the Axis powers for destroying his 
village, Dean single-handedly took several 
Japanese prisoners o ff  the coast o f  the 
Phillipines. Unfortunately, this took place 
three weeks after “ V-J”  Day in 1945. 
Dean was ordered to release the men but 
refused. “ Me no have dem!”  he said at 
the time. “ Me got hungry waiting on the 
island with ony Jap prisoners, so me had- 
da eat dem.”

Boss Jake arranged, through bribing an 
aging N.Y. congressman named Herman 
Lotz, to have the whole affair hushed up. 
He then decided, since Dean was his only 
dependable heir (Aloria having decided to 
found the “ Church o f Universal Greed,”  
and Nupchuck absconding with some of 
Boss Jake’s party funds to invest in a 
snow farm), to groom this unattractive

slob, whose social errors included eating 
raw fish with his hands in public, for 
political office.

As he probably guessed, Boss Jake 
found it wasn’ t easy to make people take 
his adopted sons seriously. But the right 
people—-and some suggest, the right kind 
o f bribe—quickly took care o f  this. By 
1955, Dean Burden became a Selectman 
for the city o f  Fairbanks. His duties con­
sisted o f helping Boss Jake raise taxes, sell 
faulty railroad equipment and campaign­
ing for Alaska’s statehood. This last sub­
ject was finally achieved, as we all know, 
it: 1958. In that same year, Dean met and 
married the former Rose Fooly. A year 
later, twin sons Chuck and Choka were

Alaska’s first state representative to Con­
gress. Elected for two terms, by Alaska’s 
new democratic machine, Dean attempted 
to legislate such acts as aiding big business 
in receiving tax cuts, prohibiting (for some 
odd reason) German and Japanese 
Americans from holding office, making 
the death penalty mandatory in all states 
(“ It fix dem killers real good” ), and ar­
ranging tax shelters for members o f  his 
family.

By 1972, feeling homesick and broke 
from a faltering law practice. Dean 
returned to Alaska and successfully ran 
for Governor. During his first term, 
Dean’s slogan was “ The best for the 
Governor’s Igloo.”  His opponent, John 
Smith, charged that Dean and Boss Jake 
had conspired to keep votes from him 
(Smith). This was done, Smith claimed, 
by stuffing the Ballot Box.

Dean responded with a “ Ha-ha! Him 
(Smith) be mad just cause he didn’ t stuff 
box. But me smart! Me stuff it twice to 
make sure me win!”  Surprisingly, the 
people voted Burden into office anyway. 
After all, they reasoned, Burden would 
have to be a total moron to make such 
statements and actually carry them out. 
By the time Burden completed his term, 
they learned that he was indeed that rare 
exception: an honest politician. He meant 
every word he said. Boss Jake said, “ If 
that moron step-son o f mine had ever

learned to keep his big trap shut, we’d 
have lost. But people like having guys like 
Dean who .speak before they think . . . 
makes them feel superior!”

Apparently Boss Jake was correct. 
Despite the fact that as Governor, Dean’s 
main accomplishments included raising 
taxes even more and having the Alaskan 
pipeline built near a toxic waste dump, 
nobody complained. “ Nobody care,”  the 
governor said at the time: “ Dey make 
noise about it, me arrest dem. Dat’s all!”

Finally in 1979, Boss Jake decreed that 
it was time for Dean to return to 
Washington, not as Senator but as Presi­
dent o f the United States. Such an idea 
seemed unlikely, but considering the in­
cum bent’ s poor perform ance, the 
Democrats would have nominated Mickey 
Mouse!

Dean easily won the primaries, due 
mostly to his support o f Big Business (“ So 
what if dey wanna raise gas prices,”  he 
said on one occasion. “ You want people 
should use—ha, ha—coal?) and the ERA 
(“ Women don’ t work dal much! ERA 
gets dem offa husband’ s back too !” ). He 
ran under the slogan “ Why not a Com­
mon Man?”  since as Burden said on more 
than one occasion, “ Dat’s me—me real 
common.”

Burden’s running mate was selected by- 
Boss Jake to be the son o f  Congressman 
Herman Lotz, Florida Senator Merman 
Lotz. Known as “ Merman Loss’ in some 
circles, Lotz is believed to have gotten the 
V.P. nod only because his father had bail­
ed Dean out o f  trouble in 1945. The 72 
year old freshman senator had been a 
plumber in Astoria for 45 years before 
entering politics. The fact that Merman 
has been called on occasion by Dean a 
"big jerk”  who takes orders after lots of 
yelling, seems to support the feeling that 
Lotz would have never been chosen 
without the help o f  “ Boss Jake.”

And so, as the campaign draws to a 
close, the former Alaskan Governor, now 
the “ common man”  expected by the 
Democrats to be their next man, may well 
have made his goal. As one Congressman 
put it, “ He’s stupid, ill-mannered and a 
real jerk! His running mate could have 
been Ted Baxter (the egocentric 
newscaster from “ The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show” ) for all the difference it made. But 
he’s gone this far, so anything can hap­
pen! All I know is, if Burden wins, me and 
a few o f my fellow Congressmen are going 
to defect to Russia!”

Perhaps this could be the sentiment o f 
the country itself.
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Elmo!
NATION

The Admiral nears end of 16-year quest.
Elmo Henderson was born in 1841, 

the son of poor Prussian immigrants. 
His early childhood was spent in the 
coal mines near his county, Nodaway, 
Miss, where his comments would often 
do damage to the ecological balance by 
overfertilizing the soil. His parents, 
Hansel and Gretel Koldkutz, named 
him Elmo Methusaleh Henderson in an 
effort to spare him from ethnic taunts. 
Elmo was shielded from differing opi­
nions as a youth, and was forced to ac­
cept his father’s conservative dogma. 
Elmo always kept far away from his 
father and grew up believing all cen­
tralized authority should be distant. 
Elmo's schooling was incomplete. He 
never finished third grade. Actually he 
never started it. This lack of basic in­
telligence eventually gave him the im­
petus to enter politics.

He was all o f 13 when his father 
ordered him to work in the mines with 
the rest of the town’s males. In the 
mines Elmo learned how his fellow man 
felt about the issues. He discovered the 
dislikes of the taxing systems, the 
need for a national defense and efficien­
cy in government. Elmo found that 
government regulations were very an­
noying to coal miners trying to survive 
in I he h igh ly  co m p e tit iv e  and 
technological world. Elmo Methuselah 
wanted business to be free to invest 
however they liked and not worry 
about the environment. “ Fritz’ ’ Mon­
dale questions this, saying, “ If you 
believe all o f that, try to cut your co­
caine use in half.”

T he coa l d u st u p set E lm o ’ s 
biological balance and his hair became 
jet black and greasy looking. It also 
caused other problems. It slowed down 
all his body functions except for one. 
As he grew older his body did not 
reflect his true age, but unfortunately 
his brain did not age and well, you 
know what happens—look at Elmo. He 
is always rattling off some ques­
tionable comment day after day.

Elmo left for California in the 1860’s, 
where he dreamed he could become rich 
and powerful, maybe even President of 
the United States someday. But life 
had other plans for him. he had to work 
as a manual laborer for thirty years. It 
is alleged that he had to work as a male 
prostitute, too. However, he was shy of

women and would only get picked up 
by Salvation Army sergeants looking 
to help men of his status. He would 
give his consent to be helped only if 
they gave him a little money to go  back 
with them.

In the early 20th century, burlesque 
was quite popular. Elmo joined up in 
the all male Bigfeeler Follies. There he 
met his future wife, Fanny Krisp, heir 
to the Stella D ’oro cake company. 
Elm o's early fame stemmed from his 
part in the follies which included the 
world famous whipped cream scene. 
Elmo fled to Canada during W orld War 
I, as a draft dodger. He would not 
return until the early  days o f 
September, 1929 and invest heavily in 
stocks.

Elmo Henderson

After Roosevelt was elected, Hender­
son had a massive heart attack and 
received a heart donation from one H. 
Hoover. When the second world war 
started, Elmo did not run from respon­
s ib il ity . H e d id  h is p a rt and 
volunteered to use his talent to make 
training films for the enlisted men. The 
majority of these were controversial 
V.D. films.

Right after the war ended, Hender­
son was made an honorary admiral in 
the Navy due to his films which were 
estimated to save a quarter of a million 
American soldiers’ lives. He was given 
an honorary command of a World war I 
battleship and in his acceptance speech 
he made that famous statement, “ If we 
put all our battleships which are in 
mothballs on the seas we would be 
unbeatable. They made us great then, 
they would make us great today.”

In the early 1950’s he made his most 
famous and m ost popular movie, 
“ Glover ‘The Cleaver’ Alexander.”  It 
dealt with the untold story of a 
b a seb a ll star w ho w as also  a 
psychopath. Meanwhile, a story was 
surfacing in the press that would cause 
shockwaves through the union. It 
seems (the truth is still not known to­
day) H enderson  fathered an il­
legitimate child besides his twin sons, 
Elmo I and Elmo II. It is alleged that 
in 1913 Elmo and the then unknown 
Fanny Brice had an affair which 
culminated in a wild sex orgy in a 
millhouse. Their alleged son was 
adopted and grew up to run for impor­
tant political offices, his code name be­
ing R. Millhouse N.

In the 60’s Elm o saw trouble coming 
and ran for office. His reasons could 
best be summarized in the following 
quote. “ Kill those long haired commie 
pinkos, cut taxes, increase defense 
spending, and jail anyone who asks 
about R. Millhouse N .”  In the 1964 
Republican Convention, Elmo had to 
pull his wing of the party out because 
of Barry Goldwater’s liberalism. He 
vowed he would run in 1980 and 
started taking gallons of Geritol for 
the fight. In the 1976 primaries, he 
claimed he was just testing the waters 
and was waiting for a president to 
com e along who was so inept, he 
couldn ’t lose.
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General Overview of Early Campaigning 
and the 1980 Primaries

It seems like just a millenium ago when 
the race for the Presidency began. 
January 21st, scene o f  the Iowa 
caucus—well, maybe not a caucus, just a 
meeting.

O.K., so it was a small group. Maybe 
not a group—just five people who met on 
the bus com ing home from  the 
lumberyard who decided to talk politics. 
But that’ s where it all started. Right there, 
on the bus—it was a balmy January 21st 
and all five men were saying how they 
needed a leader who could put the freeze 
on inflation. The N.Y. Post proclaimed 
Dean Burden, from Alaska, the uncondi­
tional victor, and the 1980 Presidential 
campaigns were under way.

It can be said that the entire Democratic 
Presidential race began before it was over. 
Burden’s strong campaign, citing that 
“ America needs a common man,”  was 
one that all Americans could relate to. As 
the commonest man alive in the fifty 
states, he was favored from the initial 
primaries on.

Many say Burden has such an easy time 
because o f the shock early in the month o f 
January when the Incumbent Democrat 
with the sweeping majority win in 1976 
announced he would not seek re-election. 
The speech the incumbent made is already 
a classic:

an alleged brothel, was rumored to have 
had a “ Saturday Night Special,”  and, 
after possibly taking a few snorts o f  a 
mysterious white powder, had supposedly 
shot and killed eight male prostitutes. 
Though he continually stressed that this 
alleged incident, which he referred to as 
“ The little accident,”  had occurred over a 
decade ago, Burden would not let the 
public forget. Roosevelt immediately lost 
favor amongst the midwestern and 
southern states, and soon, as eastern 
primary results began to show, his support 
in the New England area was no longer 
strong. Fickle is the nature o f  politics.

Opposition to Burden’s “ common 
man”  campaign came also in the person 
o f Malcom “ Quaaludes”  Blue from the 
state o f Washington. His campaign of 
“ Free living, free drugs, free market 
economy, free the slaves, and legalize 
murder”  could not compete, however, 
with Burden’s “ I’ ll put a whale on every 
table.”  From the begining, Dean Burden 
was destined for Democratic glory.

The Republican race was by no means 
quite so easily determined. In fact not one 
reporter, com m entator, newsman, 
soothsayer, gossip, or fortune teller in all 
these fifty states predicted that Admiral 
Elmo Henderson would be the G .O .P .’ s 
choice for President in 180. A split in the 
various affinity groups caused Hender­

son’s solid horde o f  faceless, nameless, 
devoted followers to rise in victory.

Henderson's victory was aided by the 
fact that six moderate and liberal, fairly 
clear-thinking Republicans running for 
the nomination kept dividing the votes 
among themselves. A fairly substantial 
36% o f the votes were always going to one 
or more o f these six. This split caused all 
six— Barry Clark. John Reynolds, Dave 
McCommer, Anderson Griswald, George 
Dove and Ronald Tropicana—to lose 
because each had too weak a contingent. 
Tropicana, the comedian-candidate, 
made light o f  the situation, but George 
Dove, who ran on a strong platform o f 
“ Peace and economic wealth," was 
understandably quite perturbed.

Other less publicized candidates were 
also helpful in taking percentage points 
away from the moderates and keeping 
Henderson’s solid conservative contingent 
powerful. Drungo Pine, a veteran-turned 
pacifist who in many ways totally, com­
pletely, and hopelessly opposed all o f 
Henderson’s ideas, managed to drum up a 
small percentage o f  votes. Kansas 
Representative Bobby “ Guns”  Johnson, 
said to be extremely, radically to the right 
and thought by Henderson’s camp to be a 
“ Bloody liberal,”  also managed a percen­
tage. John Donleavy was successful, run­
ning on the slogan:

You’ve seen the honest candidates not 
from Washington, D.C., you’ ve seen the

Ladies and Gentlemen, Members o f  the 
Media, Chairmen o f  the Board, Fellow 
Americans, Hi M om! And furthermore, I 
have a bad cold. So, l will not seek, nor 
will I accept the Party’s nomination in 
1980. . . (long pause) because o f  the situa­
tion in Yemen. Thank you and good  
night.

Since no one seemed to know what the 
situation in Yemen was, the incumbent 
escaped from the clutches o f  infamy or 
famy, locked himself in the White House 
bathroom, and was never heard from 
again. (See box)

By far Burden’s greatest competition in 
the primaries came from Virginia Senator 
Robert Roosevelt, the pre-primary 
favorite. Roosevelt was intelligent, 
Roosevelt had style. The man was filled 
with zest, charisma, personality, and 
undeniable capability. As senator, he had 
increased Virginia’s health care programs, 
kept taxes at a moderate level, and came 
close to abolishing the state’s unemploy­
ment.

One simple problem haunted him. Fif­
teen years ago he had supposedly been in

The Last Four Years
The last four years have provided a great mix o f events, a veritable crazy quilt 

o f  history that is enough to provoke both admiration and ire in many Americans. 
The President himself has been called everything from a brilliant statesman to an 
inept political hack, but just about everyone admits that he definitely wears a tie 
on state occasions.

One o f the greatest criticisms aimed at the incumbent has been his virtual im­
potence in dealing with the hostage crisis in the tiny country o f  Vicobombastiday. 
His one abortive rescue attempt, an immense, secret tunnel from the U.S. military 
outpost in Ames, Georgia, into the room where the hostages are being held in the 
middle eastern country, backfired totally. When tunnel workers took a wrong 
turn at Greece, and ended up surfacing in Brezhnev’s bidet, the Soviet leader 
retaliated by firing an 80-megaton, heat-seeking missile at the President’ s per­
sonal dressing table. Only a formal apology from the U.S., and promises o f 
reduced grain expor; prices, prevent the Premier from knocking out the incum­
bent’ s oak writing desk with an air assault.

But what o f rising unemployment, eight-digit inflation, and a failure to 
establish adequate measures to conserve the nation’s dwindling oil reserves? Why 
hasn't the President come up the the promised programs to halt and reverse these 
devastating trends?

“ Oh yea,”  said the President, at a news conference in August, “ I was gonna 
get to all those things. I put them on a list, and then I lost the list! How about 
that? But don't worry about it, I’ ll get to them soon.”

Now that it’ s certain that the President o f 1976 will not be re-elected this year, 
what are his future plans? “ I dunno. Go out and get a job I guess.”
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religious candidates; vote for me—a cor­
rupt, typical politician who will get the 
job  done.
And how can America forget Howard 
Butcher’s “ I’ m a smarty”  campaign?

Various satirical campaigns were also 
waged as a joke—commentary on the 
voting system. Some o f these campaigns, 
however, gained public interest arid also 
drew a comparatively large number o f 
votes. (I speak specifically o f  the 
“ Nobody for President”  campaign and 
“ Lydon LaRouche for President”  cam­
paign.)

Typical o f  the 1980 Republican race was 
the pooled results o f the big primary day 
in June, when eight states held primary 
elections. The results arc indicative of 
how Elmo Henderson became the
Republican nominee:
Undecided..............................................20%
Admiral Elmo Henderson..................... 9%
John Reynolds........................................6%
Barry Clark..............................................6%
Anderson Griswald............................... 6%
Dave McCoinmer................................... 6%
George Dove............................................6%
Ronald Tropicana................................. 6%
Bobby “ Guns”  Johnson....................... 5%
Drungo Pine............................................5%
John Donleavy....................................... 5%
Betty Boop (write-in)............................. 5%
Howard Butcher................................... 4%
N obody....................................................4%
Michael Pulley....................................... 4%
Lyndon LaRouche..................................3%

With a gleaming nine percent o f  the 
vote, Elmo Henderson led his contingent 
to the convention in Detroit and became 
the 1980 Republican nominee for Presi­
dent. And, as the N.Y. Post savs, the rest 
is history.

Bobby 'Guns" Johnson

NATION
Wysneski, Ohio Stages Democratic
Convention Burden’S four-day rendezvous with destiny

Surprisingly, last August’s Democratic 
national convention in Wysneski, Ohio, 
provided a much needed dose o f  suspense 
and excitement to this political year. The 
biggest surprise, o f  course, was the easy 
nomination o f Alaskan Governor Dean 
Burden as Democratic candidate for 
President. This came on the crest o f  warn­
ings from a small, but verbal splinter 
group that failure to nominate a candidate 
with a truly strong platform and political 
record would result in a rush o f support 
for independent candidate Loretta Per­
simmon.

Burden took the convention by storm 
with his promises o f  complete support for 
SALT II, a tightening o f controls on 
wasteful bureaucratic spending, a new 
plan to cut unemployment by two-thirds 
by 1982, and his unequivocal promise o f 
whale blubber in every pot and a baby seal 
in every garage.

The Alaskan governor continued to 
show his political mettle during one o f his 
numerous, impromptu speeches, when he 
claimed, “ Dis bein’ a candiate, it’ s a nice 
t’ ing, you know?”  His sense o f diplomacy 
shone through with his polite compliment 
to the citizens o f Wysneski, “ Dis place . . 

it ain’ t so cold like Alaska, you know?”
Another important factor in Burden’s 

nomination had to do with the perfor­

mance o f the other candidates at the con­
vention. Damning incriminations o f  non­
committment, vague platforms and 
general disability swept through the con­
vention, as delegates gradually lost faith 
in candidates Roosevelt and Blue. One of 
the most convincing explanations for this 
phenomenon was the failure o f  either man 
to show up at the convention. “ Dem ud­
der guys, dey ain’ t gonna show, you 
know, heh, heh, heh . . . ”  stated Burden 
with amazing foresight, his button men 
nodding in agreement. Thus, when it 
came time to vote for an open convention, 
there was nothing to do but unanimously 
decide to free the delegates from their 
previous obligations if they were not 
Burden supporters. Indeed, any dissenting 
votes were discouraged just by the simple 
inability o f  the nay-sayers to raise either 
o f  two broken arms. Even the splinter 
group gave no indication o f dissatisfac­
tion. This may have been due to Burden’s 
promise to “ yank out dem splinters 
before they start an infection.”

Burden’s choice o f  Merman Lotz was 
another jolt, since the candidate had on 
several occasions expressed amost open 
dislike for the senator. At the ’76 
Democratic convention, in fact, he was 
heard to remark, “ That Merman, what a 
sissypants, you know?”

As he accepted the nomination, 
presidential candidate Dean Burden’s 
words contained a loud ring o f  truth for

Jersey’s Favorite Son “Walks Out”
There was but one exception *o the general primary pattern. In a shocking 

upset that stunned political bosses from Camden to Hoboken, Artie Delmar, 
presidential hopeful o f  the small but spunky Slumber Party, won both the 
Democratic and Republican divisions o f  the New Jersey primary, courtesy o f a 
plurality o f  write-in votes from his fanatical supporters who heeded his message 
to “ vote early and often.”  Weeks later, however, the Delmar campaign received a 
crushing blow when the state’ s Board o f  Elections disqualified the goggle-eyed, 
platform-shoed underdog’s victory on the grounds that he was not a registered 
member o f either party.

Delmar, an accomplished musician whose School o f  Rock ’n’ Roll Violin Play­
ing has netted him a meager fortune, operated from his power base on Channel 
68’s “ Uncle Floyd Show”  and slowly built up a zealous following. Armed with 
his popular running mate—a woolen sock named Lambie—and a catchy slogan, 
“ Don’t Walk Out on America,”  Artie fearlessly spoke out for: dollarization o f 
America ( “ A box o f Raisinets and a new home will both cost $1” ); legalization of 
o f  crime (“ The thrill will be gone” ); movement to an economic plastic standard 
(“ We’ve got a lot more o f it” ); opposition to World War III ( “ I’m sick o f se­
quels” ); and increased purchase o f imported goods (“ You’ ll Go Foreign With 
Artie” ).

Angered by the primary disqualification, a baqd o f Delmar delegates attempted 
to infiltrate the Detroit and Wysneski conventions, but were swiftly ejected when 
their credentials were discoverd to be thinly disguised Betty Crocker recipe cards. 
An additional setback occurred when the major candidates refused to confront 
Artie, and he had to settle for a debate with the soundtrack o f “ The Exorcist.”  
Despite the low-budget nature o f  his White House run, Delmar remains confident 
o f a Slumber-ticket win; but if he does lost, it’ s back to playing “ Louie Louie”  
on his fiddle.
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NATION
a n y  f u tu re  le a d e r  o f  th e  n a t io n .  “ P r im a r y  
o b je c t iv e  o f  a n y  p r e s id e n t ia l  a d m in is t r a ­
t io n  b e  r e s to r a t io n  o f  A m e r ic a n  fa i th  in  
n ew ly  r e v ita liz e d  n a t io n ,  a n d  e s ta b l is h ­

m e n t o f  f a ir  a n d  e q u i ta b le  c o m p r o m is e  
b e tw e e n  A m e r ic a ’s in te r e s ts  a b r o a d ,  a n d  
in a l ie n a b le  r ig h t o f  w o r ld -w id e  se lf-  

k n o w ? ”

Dean Burden's Wife Rose in Alaska

Detroit Loves A Good Party
Henderson commandeers GOP hearts

D E T R O IT  L O V E S  A  G O O D  P A R T Y , 
a n d  a  g o o d  p a r ty  th e y  h a d .  F o u r  d a y s  o f  
c o c k ta il  p a r t ie s  a n d  c o o k o u ts ,  b o a t  r id e s  
a n d  c o n c e r ts .  Y es fo lk s ,  it w a s  J u ly ,  1980: 
tim e  f o r  a  f o u r  d a y  C B S  sp e c ia l  a n d  a  lo t  
o f  g o o d  p a r ty in g .  I t w as  t im e  f o r  th e  
R e p u b lic a n  C o n v e n tio n !

A d m ira l  E lm o  M e th u s e la h  H e n d e r s o n  
w as in  to p  f o r m , t r im  a n d  f i t  f o r  h is  139 
y ea rs . H is  f in g e rs  w e re  p o is e d , a s  u s u a l ,  to  
p re ss  th e  t r ig g e r  o f  th e  n i f ty  l i t t le  h a n d g u n  
h e  c a rr ie s  w ith  h im  a t  a l l  t im e s . A f te r  a  16 
y ea r  a t t e m p t  to  g e t th e  R e p u b lic a n  
n o m in a t io n  a n d  a  se r ie s  o f  m y s te r io u s  k il l­
ings e a r l ie r  th is  y e a r ,  M e th u s e la h  h a d  
d o n e  i t .  A n d  a s  h e  sm ile d  a t  th e  c ro w d s  
a n d  n o d d e d  to  th e  s o u n d s  o f  w h ip s  c r a c k ­
in g  a n d  c h e e rs  o f  “ H it  ’e m  h a r d e r ,  
E lm o ! ”  A d m ira l  H e n d e r s o n  k n e w  h e  h a d  
m a d e  it t o  th e  to p .

O n  th e  f irs t  m o r n in g  o f  th e  C o n v e n ­
tio n , Bill B ro c k , N a t io n a l  C h a i r m a n ,  a n d  
S e n a to r  H o w a r d  H . B a k e r  J r . ,  M in o r i ty  
L e a d e r , w e re  se llin g  r a f f le s  o u ts id e  th e  J o e  
L o u is  A re n a - s i te  o f  th e  c o n v e n t io n — in 
o rd e r  to  f u n d  a n  e f f o r t  t o  w in  B la c k  a n d  
Je w ish  v o te s . T h e  lo g o  o n  th e  r a f f le  r e a d : 
“ E lm o  lo v es  c h i t l in s  a n d  g e f il te  f i s h .”

“ W e w a n t th e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p le  to  see 
E lm o  fo r  w 'ho  h e  re a lly  i s , ”  e x p la in e d  
B ro ck . “ A n  ir re s p o n s ib le ,  s t r id e n t ,  u n ­
c o m p ro m is in g  id e a lo g u e . T h o s e  a r e n ’t 
even  h is b e t te r  p o in ts !  E lm o  is k n o w n  by  
his c lo se s t f r ie n d s  a s  t r ig g e r  h a p p y ! ”

H e n d e r s o n ’s b a c k g r o u n d  h a s  h e lp e d  
h im  c o n s id e ra b ly . A f te r  a l l ,  w h a t o th e r  
p re s id e n tia l  c a n d id a te  h a s  e v e r  b een  a b le  
to  b o a s t  o f  p e r fo r m in g  in  th e  F o llie s  a n d  a  
n u m b e r  o f  t h i r d - r a te  H o lly w o o d  f ilm s?  
T hus, h is  a p p e a l  is w id e s p re a d . T h e  
ce le b ritie s  c a m e  o u t  in  fu ll fo rc e  to  jo in  
th e  fe s tiv itie s . T a n y a  T u c k e r  a n d  G le n  
C a m p b e ll s a n g  th e  N a t io n a l  A n th e m  a n d  
o th e r s ,  in c lu d in g  V a n e s s a  R e d g ra v e  

(“ T his is th e  b e s t t im e  I ’ve h a d  s in c e  
A r a f a t ’s b i r th d a y  p a r t y ! ” ) a n d  D o n n y

a n d  M a r ie ,  jo in e d  th e  c o n v e n t io n .
B e sid e s  th e s e  f a m o u s  s ta r s ,  th e  a u ­

d ie n c e  w as m a d e  u p  o f  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  
k in d s  o f  p e o p le ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  w h o m  
w o re  p o ly e s te r  s u its  a n d  c o w b o y  h a ts .  
T h e re  w e re  e v en  a  few  p u n k  r o c k e r s ,  d o n ­
n in g  th in  t ie s  a n d  p u r p le  s n e a k e r s .  E lm o  
t r ie d  h a r d  t o  a p p e a r  a t  e a s e  w ith  a ll th e s e  
p e o p le .  K n o w in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  t h e  im a g e  o f  
u n i ty ,  h e  p r o c la im e d ,  “ W e  a r e  a  p r o ­
g re ss iv e  p a r t y , ”  a n d  p u t  o n  a  p a i r  o f  
S c o o b y  D o o  s u n g la s s e s . O n e  w o m a n  o u t ­
s id e  th e  a r e n a  b a b b le d  e x c ite d ly , “ I ’m  a n  
in v e te ra te  p e o p le  w a tc h e r .  L a s t  n ig h t  I 
m e t L iz  T a y lo r .  I ’v e  n e v e r  h a d  s o  m u c h  
fu n  in  m y  l i f e ! ”  W h e n  a s k e d  w h a t  sh e  
th o u g h t  o f  A d m ir a l  H e n d e r s o n ,  sh e  
re p l ie d , “ H e n d e r s o n ?  H e n d e r s o n  w h o ?  
O h ,  him! I th in k  h e ’s g r e a t .  I sa w  o n e  o f  
h is  m o v ie s  a n d  h e ’s so macho!

T h e  R e p u b lic a n  p la t f o r m  is s te rn  a n d  
sp e c if ic . H e n d e r s o n  e n d o r s e d  th e  K e m p -  
S lo th  b ill f o r  a n  8 0 %  ta x  c u t o v e r  th e  n ex t 
six  m o n th s .  “ T a x e s , s h m a x e s ,”  h e  sa id  
o f f h a n d e d ly .  H e  a d v o c a te s  a  m a n d a to r y  
law  to  fo rc e  w o m e n  to  c le a n  a n d  c o o k  all 
d a y , a n d  c a p i ta l  p u n is h m e n t  fo r  a n y o n e  
h e  d o e s  n o t  lik e . I f  e le c te d , h is  p la n s  fo r  
th e  n ex t f o u r  y e a rs  in c lu d e  a  c o m p le te  
o v e r th ro w  o f  th e  A r a b  a n d  S o v ie t g o v e r n ­
m e n ts  th r o u g h  n u c le a r  c o n f r o n ta t io n .  
“ W e  w ill d ie  s u p e r i o r , "  h e  p r o m is e d .

D u r in g  th e  c o n v e n t io n ,  a  d r a m a  u n ­
f o ld e d  p e r ta in in g  to  E lm o ’s c h o ic e  fo r  
v ice  p re s id e n t .  H e  w as p e r s u a d e d  th a t  
G e r a ld  F o rd  w o u ld  b e  th e  " d r e a m  c a n ­
d i d a t e ”  a n d  h e , in  tu r n  s p e n t tw o  d a y s  
a n d  n ig h ts  p e r s u a d in g  F o rd  to  jo in  th e  
t ic k e t .  H e  w as h e a rd  t o  sa y , “ C ’m o n ,  
G e r ,  w e ’ll h a v e  a  g r e a t  t im e ! ”  U p  u n ti l  th e  
la s t m in u te  it se e m e d  th a t  F o rd  w o u ld  in ­
d e e d  s u c c u m b  to  th e  p re s s u re .  B u t w h en  
th e y  e m e rg e d  f ro m  E lm o ’s s u i te  last 
W e d n e s d a y  n ig h t ,  b r ig h t- e y e d  a n d  b u sh y  
ta i le d , th e  A d m ira l  e s ta b l is h e d ,  “ W e  w ere  
ju s t  c h u c k in g  a r o u n d  th e  f o o t b a l l . ”  H e

th e n  c a lle d  D r u n g o  P in e ,  h is  lo n g - tim e  
f i r s t  c h o ic e  t o  te ll h im  h e  w as h is  m a n  fo r  
v ice  p r e s id e n t .

D r u n g o ,  w h o  w a s  s i t t in g  in h is  o w n  
s u ite  d r in k in g  a  b e e r  a n d  fe e lin g  re je c te d , 
im m e d ia te ly  r e jo ic e d . In  h is  e x c i te m e n t ,  
h e  r e p e a te d  h im s e lf  o f te n ,  s a y in g , “ l a m  
v e ry  p le a s e d . 1 to ld  th e  A d m ira l  1 w o u ld  
w o r k ,  w o r k ,  w o r k .”  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  th is  
f law  in  sp e e c h  c a u s e d  h im  to  o r d e r  six  
m a r t in is ,  tw e lv e  p la te s  o f  s te a k  a n d  th r e e  
b u t te r s c o tc h  p u d d in g s  a t  th e  c e le b r a t io n  
d in n e r  th a t  n ig h t.

T h e  o n ly  o th e r  s t r a in  o n  th e  c o n v e n t io n  
w e re  th e  3 0 0 0  E R A  s u p p o r te r s  w h o  m a r ­
c h e d  o u ts id e  th e  a r e n a ,  s in g in g  I Want A 
Girt Just Like the Girl that Married Dear 
Old Dad. D o n n y  a n d  M a r ie  w e re  o u t r a g ­
e d , a n d  M a r ie  b e lte d  o u t  in  r e s p o n s e  
Good Girls D on ’t w ith  D o n n y  a d d in g  
“ B u t 1 d o . ”

A d m i r a l  H e n d e r s o n ’s a c c e p t a n c e  
sp e e c h  w a s  th e  b e s t m o n o lo g u e  h e  h a s  
e v e r  p e r fo r m e d  in  h is  a c t in g  c a re e r ;  it 
e v o k e d  a  s t r o n g  se n se  o f  p a t r io t i s m  in 
e v e ry  A m e r ic a n ’s h e a r t .  A t  th e  e n d  o f  h is  
sp e e c h  h e  c a lle d  f o r  a  m o m e n t  o f  p r a y e r ,  
a n d  th e n  b r o k e  o u t  in  God Bless America, 
fo l lo w e d  b y  Boola Boola, in  h o n o r  o f  
D r u n g o ’s d a y s  a t  Y a le . A s a  ro u s in g  s u m ­
m a t io n ,  th e  c o n v e n t io n  b o d y ,  led  b y  E lm o  
h im s e lf ,  s a n g  Da Ya Think I ’m Sexy. 
T h e r e  w e re  te a r s  in  th e  A d m ir a l ’s  eyes 
w h e n  h e  f in is h e d  s in g in g  th e  la s t v e rse . 
A n d  a s  o n e  s e n a to r  sa id  a s  he  le ft th e  
a r e n a ,  “ O n e  th in g  a b o u t  th e  A d m ira l .  H e  
re a lly  k n o w s  h o w  to  g iv e  a  h e llu v a  p a r t y ! "

C O P  Conventioneers Celebrate Passage of 
Rule 3-A (contents unknown)

Efe fe
(5= $  | = x  1 = 5  , = \  ^
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_______________________ NATION
Loretta’s Gamble!
Can an Independent fem ale candidate win?___

In  th e  a f te r m a th  o f  th o s e  c o n v e n t io n s ,  
R e p . J o h n  A n d e r s o n  h a l te d  h is  in d e p e n ­
d e n t  b id  fo r  th e  p re s id e n c y  w h e n  h e  w as 
o f f e r e d  th e  j o b  h e  w as r e p o r te d ly  se e k in g  
se c re tly  a ll  a lo n g :  c h a i r m a n  o f  th e  b o a r d  
o f  d i r e c to r s  o f  th e  I n d ia n a p o l is  M o to r  
S p e e d w a y . J u s t  w h e n  A m e r ic a n s  h a d  
b e g u n  to  re s ig n  th e m se lv e s  to  a  less th a n  
id ea l tw o  c a n d id a te  ra c e , a  n ew  a n d  v ia b le  
a l te r n a t iv e  c a n d id a te  e m e rg e d . L o r e t t a  
P e r s im m o n , a  45  y e a r  o ld ,  3 te rm  C o n n e c ­
tic u t  s ta te  s e n a to r  to o k  to  th e  c h a s e , s a y ­
in g  a t  th e  t im e , “ I a m  r u n n in g  b e c a u s e  I 
a m  g e n u in e ly  a f r a id  th a t  n e i th e r  H e n d e r ­
s o n  n o r  B u rd e n  c a n  sp e ll U .S .A . ,  m u c h  
less g o v e rn  i t . ”  F ro m  th a t  b e g in n in g , h e r  
c a m p a ig n  c o n s is te n t ly  d is t in g u is h e d  i ts e lf  
by  fo c u s in g  o n  h e r  a t t r ib u te s  a n d  issu e  
s ta n c e s  r a th e r  t h a n  o n  n a m e  c a ll in g  a n d  
im a g e ry  d e v e lo p m e n t .  T h is  a t t r a c t e d  
e n o u g h  a t t e n t io n  to  m a k e  h e r  a  c o n ­
te n d e r ,  h o w e v e r , th r o u g h o u t  h is to ry  n o  
i n d e p e n d e n t  h a s  e v e r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
c h a lle n g e d  th e  tw o  m a jo r  p a r t ie s .  H e r  
s u p p o r te r s  se n s in g  th is  fa c t ,  h a d  b een  
p e rc e p t ib ly  d r i f t in g  a w a y  to  th e  tw o  m a jo r  
c a n d id a te s ,  o n ly  to  s u rp r is in g ly  r e tu r n  to  
h e r  a f te r  a  few  w e e k s . B y th a t  t im e  
a n o th e r  s e c to r  o f  h e r  c o n s t i tu e n c y  h a d  
d e f e c te d ,  a l th o u g h  it to o  a p e a r s  to  b e  d r i f ­
t in g  b a c k  w ith  tim e . I t is th is  cy c le  o f  f lu c ­
tu a t io n  a n d  u n c e r ta in ty  th a t  k e e p s  h e r  in 
th e  ra c e  to  th e  e n d  w ith  so m e  h o p e  o f  s u c ­
cess . A  s t a f f  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  s p o k e  to  h e r  
la s t w eek  in  N .Y .C .

Q . Y o u  h a v e  n e v e r  h e ld  a n  o f f ic e  h ig h e r  
th a n  S ta te  S e n a to r ,  n o r  h a v e  y o u  ev e r 
b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  a n y  p o l i t ic a l  p a r ty .  
H o w  d o  y o u  ex p e c t t o  b e  a b le  to  g o v e rn  
th is  c o u n t r y  ?

A . W e ll , 1 r e m in d  y o u  th a t  I h a v e  b een  
in v o lv e d  in  n a t io n a l  a f f a i r s  fo r  a  lo n g  
t im e , in  th e  a r e a s  o f  c iv il r ig h ts ,  c o n s u m e r  
r ig h ts ,  a n t i - w a r  a c t iv i t ie s ,  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  
p r o te c t io n ,  e tc . A ls o , I a m  c o n f id e n t  th a t  
I a m  b e t te r  in f o rm e d  o n  th e  w o rk in g s  o f  
g o v e rn m e n t  th a n  e i th e r  o f  m y  o p p o n e n ts .  
W h ile  A d m . H e n d e r s o n  h a s  b e e n  a n  
id e o lo g ic a l  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  so m e  tim e , th e  
c lo s e s t  h e ’s e v e r  b e e n  to  g o v e rn m e n t  in 
o p e r a t io n  is h is  ro le  in  “ H e llc a ts  o f  th e  
C o n g re s s io n a l  C a f e te r ia ”  in  1928. (H e  
p o r t r a y e d  a  s id e s h o w  w ild m a n  b e f r ie n d e d  
b y  a  w o m a n  w h o  w o rk s  a t  th e  c o n g r e s ­
s io n a l  lu n c h  c o u n te r ) .  T h a t  is c e r ta in ly  n o  
b e t te r  p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  th e  p re s id e n c y  th a n  
m y  o w n , n o r  is a  o n e - te rm  g o v e r n o r s h ip  
in  w h ic h  th e  m a jo r  le g is la tio n  p a s s e d  w as 
a  b ill m a n d a t in g  a  s ta te  ta k o v e r  o f  th e  c o s t 
o f  p r o m o tin g  th e  N e n a n a  Ice  P o o l  C o n ­
te s t ( B u r d e n ’s f a v o r i te  a n n u a l  e v e n t ,  w o n

b y  th e  p e r s o n  w h o  c a n  m o s t  a c c u r a te ly  
p re d ic t  w h e n  th e  ice  w ill b re a k  u p  in  th e  
T a n a n a  R iv e r)  in  A la s k a . C o u ld  1 d o  th a t  
m u c h  w o rse ?

Q . Y o u  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  
a n y  o rg a n iz e d  p o l i t ic a l  p a r ty .  W h y ?

A . 1 n e v e r  m u c h  c a re d  f o r  p a r t ie s .  I ’d  
r a th e r  re a d  a  g o o d  b o o k  th a n  d o  th e  
m o m b o  w i th  a n  e n d le s s  a r r a y  o f  
o v e rw e ig h t c o n g re s s m e n  a t  $10 0  a  p la te .  
B e sid e s , c h ic k e n  m a k e s  m e  p e r s p ir e .

Q . Y o u  h a v e  p u b l is h e d  a n  e c o n o m ic  
p la n , a  d e fe n s e  p o l ic y , a n d  b e e n  fa ir ly  
d e ta i le d  in  d e l in e a t in g  w h e re  y o u  s ta n d  o n  
th e  is su e s . T h e  p o lls  su g g e s t t h a t  y o u r  
s ta n d s  seem  to  b e  c lo s e r  t o  th e  m a in s t r e a m  
o f  o p in io n  th a n  th e  d is c e rn a b le  v iew  o f  
e i th e r  o f  y o u r  o p p o n e n ts .  W h y  th e n  a re  
y o u  tr a i l in g ?

A . W e ll , I w o u ld n ’t  q u i te  s a y  I ’m  t r a i l ­

in g . M y  p o lls  s h o w  th a t  I w o u ld  c a r ry  
b o th  N .Y . a n d  C a l i f o r n ia  h a n d i ly  i f  th e  
e le c t io n  w e re  h e ld  in  1968. F o r  o n e  th in g , 
th o u g h ,  1 w o u ld  sa y  th a t  is su e s  d o n ’t  se em  
to  b e  a s  im p o r ta n t  a s  th e y  u s e d  to .  A ls o , 
th e  tw o  p a r t ie s  a r e  n o t  q u i te  a s  w e a k  a s  
y o u  m ig h t h a v e  th o u g h t .  I c a n ’t im a g in e  
w h y  a n y o n e  w o u ld  v o te  f o r  H e n d e r s o n  o r  
B u rd e n  fo r  a n y  r e a s o n  o th e r  th a n  p a r ty  
lo y a l ty .  A n o th e r  p ro b le m  is t h a t  im a g e  
g e ts  tw ic e  th e  e m p h a s is  o n  th e  e v e n in g  
n e w s  a s  issu e s  d o .  B u rd e n  is , I w o u ld  a d ­
m it ,  q u i te  a  b i t  m o r e  c o lo r fu l  a n  i n ­
d iv id u a l  th a n  I. H e  m a k e s  f o r  a  m u c h  
m o r e  b iz a r r e  m in u te  a n d  a  h a l f  o f  te le v i­
s io n  th a n  m y  p o lic y  p r o n o u n c e m e n ts  d o .  
A n d  A d m . H e n d e r s o n  p re s e n ts  th in g s  so  
w e ll. W h y , ev en  1 a lm o s t  "b e liev ed  h im  
w h e n  h e  sa id  th e  o th e r  d a y ,  “ L u m b a g o  
h a s  k ille d  m o r e  p e o p le  t h a n  tre e s  h a v e  a n d  
tre e s  c a u s e  m o r e  p o l lu t io n  th a n  in d u s t r y ,  
s o  c u r in g  lu m b a g o  s h o u ld  t a k e  p re c e d e n c e  
o v e r  s e t t in g  p o l lu t io n  r e g u la t io n s .”

Q . D o  y o u  r e g re t  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o n  
That’s Incredible?
A . N o . M y  m e d ia  p e o p le  s a id  i t  w as  v ita l 
t o  g e t n e tw o r k  e x p o s u re  a n d  I w o u ld  te n d  
to  a g re e . I t  w a s  f re e ,  a n d  I w a s  a b le  to  ex ­
p la in  m y  e c o n o m ic  p r o p o s a l s  th o r o u g h ly  
b e tw e e n  th e  m e o w in g  f ro g  s e g m e n t a n d  
th a t  o f  th e  in v is ib le  a lie n s  w h o  p e r fo r m  
“ O th e l lo ”  f o r  a n  o ld  w o m a n  in  h e r  F lin  
F lo n ,  M a n i to b a  d e n .  A t  le a s t s h e  to ld  m e 
th e  a lie n s  w o u ld  v o te  f o r  m e , i f  th e y  w ere  
a l lo w e d  to .

Q . W h a t  a b o u t  y o u r  c h o ic e  o f  a  r u n n ­
in g  m a te .

A . P o w e rs  B o o th e  w ill m a k e  a  w o n d e r ­
fu l v ice  p r e s id e n t .  D id  y o u  see  th e  E m m y  
a w a r d s ?  O n ly  o n e  a c to r  w as  b ra v e  e n o u g h  
to  t u r n  h is  b e lie fs  in to  a c t io n s  a n d  a c c e p t 
h is  a w a r d  in  p e r s o n .  T h a t  m a n  w as 
P o w e r s  a n d  th a t  k in d  o f  c o u r a g e  is ra re  
a n d  c e r ta in ly  d e s ira b le  in  n a t io n a l  o f f ic e  
h o ld e r s .  B e s id e s , I r a th e r  e n jo y e d  h is  p o r ­
t r a y a l  o f  J im  J o n e s  a n d  p e o p le  re c o g n iz e  
h im . In  m y  p o s i t io n ,  th e  v o te s  h is  fan s  
c a s t  c a n ’t h u r t .  I w o n ’t  lie  a b o u t  th a t .

Q . D o  y o u  th in k  y o u r  p re s e n c e  w ill e lec t 
th e  e x tr e m is t  H e n d e r s o n ?

A . I d o n ’t  th in k  s o . B e tw e e n  B u rd e n  
a n d  H e n d e r s o n  it d o e s n ’t m a k e  m u c h  d i f ­
f e re n c e  a n y w a y . I d o u b t  H e n d e r s o n  will 
g e t a n y  p a r t  o f  h is  p r o g r a m  th r o u g h  C o n ­
g re ss  n o r  w ill B u r d e n  s in c e  h e ’s b e e n  c a m ­
p a ig n in g  a g a in s t  C o n g re s s  a n d  m a k in g  
q u i te  a  few  e n e m ie s  a lo n g  th e  w ay . I 
b e lie v e  h e ’s  s a id  o n  m o r e  th a n  o n e  o c c a ­
s io n ,  “ C u r r e n t  C o n g re s s  lik e  tu n d r a .  S u b ­
so il p e r m a n e n t ly  f r o z e n .”  E i th e r  w ay , 
w e ’ll g e t s t a g n a t io n .  N e i th e r  o f  th e m  h av e  
c o n s id e re d  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  a ll 
th is  is t o  g o v e r n . T h e  e le c t io n  is re a lly  n o t 
a n  e n d  in  i ts e lf .  I ’ll a d m it  it h o w e v e r ,  I 
w a n t  t o  g o v e rn  a n d  I th in k  I k n o w  h o w .

Q . W h a t  d o  y o u  th in k  y o u ’ll b e  d o in g  
o n  N o v . 5 th ?

A . F o r  so m e  r e a s o n ,  I h a v e  a  fe e lin g  I ’ll 
b e  th e  p r e s id e n t- e le c t .  I c a n ’t  te ll y o u  w h y , 
b u t  I fee l 1 w ill. I t ’s n o t  u p  to  m e  a t  th is  
p o in t  a n y w a y , s o  it d o e s n ’t  p a y  to  w o rry  
a b o u t  i t .  I f  th e  p e o p le  w a n t  m e , th e y ’ll 
e le c t  m e . I f  n o t ,  I ’ll g la d ly  g o  b a c k  to  
H a r t f o r d .  T h e  o n ly  r e a s o n  I ’m  h e r e  is to  
e x p re s s  m y  p e r s o n a l  f r ig h t  a t  th e  c h o ic e  
w e  w e re  p r e s e n te d  w ith  a n d  m a y b e  o f f e r  a  

* p r e f e r a b le  a l te r n a t iv e .  T h e  a c t  o f  lo s in g  
w ill n o t  b e  a s  p a in f u l  t o  m e  p e r s o n a l ly  a s , 
s a y , w a tc h in g  a n  e n d le s s  E lm o  H e n d e r s o n  
m o v ie .  I o n ly  h o p e  4  y e a rs  o f  e i th e r  a  
B u rd e n  o r  H e n d e r s o n  a d m in is t r a t io n  w ill 
in  f a c t  n o t  b r in g  th e  n a t io n  to  th e  level o f  
p a in  th a t  A d m . H e n d e r s o n ’s “ A  B o u f f a n t  
H a i r d o  F o r  B o n g o ”  d id  in  1926.
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NATION___________________
Admiral Henderson speaks out“What I’ll Do!”

The Hello Men

We are the hello men 
We are the stupid men 
Shaking hands and 
Kicking babies.
Our speeches, when 
We make our promises 
Are quiet and meaningless

Here we go ’ round the ballot 
\ box

Ballot box Ballot box
Here we go ’round the ballot
box
At 6:37:02 Eastern Standard 
Time

: Between the promise
And the delivery 
Between the emotion 
And the acts 

S Falls the voter3
For thine is the election

This is the way the contest 
ends

1 This is the way the contest 
ends
This is the way the contest 
ends
Not with a leader but a gutter

( A d m ira l  H e n d e r s o n ,  th e  
G O P  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  p r e s id e n t ,  w a s  
m e d ita tin g  b e f o re  h is  s t a tu e  o f  W illia m  
H e n ry  H a r r is o n  w h e n  I m e t h im  f o r  th e  
in te rv ie w . H e  a s k e d  m e  h o w  1 v o te d  in  th e  
1972 e le c tio n  a n d  I s a id ,  ‘ I c o u ld n ’t v o t e . ’ 
H e  s a id  th a t  w as  th e  c o r r e c t  c o u r s e .)

P : W h a t  w o u ld  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  y o u r  
a d m in is t r a t io n  b e ?

H : I p la n  im m e d ia te  b r o a d ,  s w e e p in g  
a c tiv itie s  to  r o o t  o u t  a ll  f o re ig n  in f lu e n c e s . ' 
F irs t o f  a l l ,  w e  a re  a ll  v e ry  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  
h o w  o u r  a llie s  h a v e  b e t r a y e d  u s , r ig h t?  
R IG H T !  1 h a v e  b e e n  th in k in g  a b o u t  th is  
fo r  so m e  t im e  . . . B r i ta in  b e tr a y e d  u s  in 
1776, F ra n c e  b e tr a y e d  u s  in  W o r ld  W a r  II ,

G e r m a n y  in  W o r ld  W a r  1, I ta ly  in  W o r ld  
W a r  I I ,  a n d  s o  f o r th .  S o , I w ill p r e v e n t 
th is  d a n g e r o u s  s p re a d  o f  c o m m u n is m  th a t  
h a s  in fe c te d  th e s e  c o u n tr ie s  s in c e  th e  
S p a n is h  In q u is i t io n  a n d  d r o p  th a t  b o m b  
o n  o u r  s o -c a lle d  a ll ie s  N O W !! !  ( H a m m e rs  
t h e  t a b l e )  T H E Y ’R E  A L L  C O M ­
M U N IS T S , I N D IA N S , O R  W O R S E , 
T O R I E S !  S o  I ’ll te a c h  ’e m  to  d o u b le c ro s s  
th e  g o o d  o l ’ U S  o f  A ,  yes s ir!  I ’ll p u t  o n  
o u r  s ix - s h o o te rs ,  a n d  m e e t ’e m  in  h ig h  
n o o n ,  a n d  th e r e  w o n ’t b e  a n y  o f  ’e m  le f t ,  
I p ro m is e  y o u .  T h e n  w e c a n  b e g in  t o  f ig h t 
C o m m u n is m .

P :  H a v e  y o u  l in e d  u p  y o u r  C a b in e t?
H : M o s t o f  th e  p r o b le m s  in  th is  c o u n t r y  

a r e  c a u s e d  b y  th e  f a c t  th a t  a ll p o l i t ic ia n s ,  
e x c lu d in g  m y s e lf , b e c a u s e  I ’m  a  m ili ta ry  
m a n ,  a r e  c r o o k s  o r  C o m m ie s . S o  to  p r e ­
v e n t  th a t ,  a n d  r e tu r n  to  th e  w ay s M a d is o n  
in te n d e d  ( a l th o u g h  I th in k  h e  w as  t o o  
l ib e ra l)  m y  C a b in e t  w ill b e  m a d e  u p  o f  m y  
f a m ily . M y  v ice  p r e s id e n t  w ill b e  a  
m e m b e r ,  p e r h a p s .  I ’m  n o t  s u re .

P :  W h a t  w ill y o u  d o  a b o u t  r a m p a n t  in ­
f la t io n ?

H : I n f la t io n ?  H a h !  Y o u  k n o w  w h a t ’s 
w ro n g  w ith  th e  c o u n t r y  to d a y ?  N o  n ic k e l 
b e e r!  N o w , in  1875, in  N ew  Y o r k ,  I c o u ld  
g e t c ig a rs , b e e r ,  h o r s e c a r  r id e s ,  in to  p e e p  
s h o w s , a ll  f o r  a  n ic k e l!  N o w , w a s  a n y b o d y  
a n g r y  th e n ?  D id  y o u  h a v e  r io ts  th e n ?  N O , 
o f  c o u r s e  n o t !  B e c a u se  e v e ry b o d y  w as 
h a p p y !  S o  I w ill r e in s t i tu te  n ic k e l b e e r , 
c ig a rs , m o v ie s  a n d  h o r s e c a r  r id e s . A n d  
a w a r d  a  fe d e ra l  c o n t r a c t  to  h o r s e  fe r t i l iz e r  
c o m p a n ie s  t o  h e lp  th e  t id e  o f  u n e m p lo y ­
m e n t .

P : S p e a k in g  o f  1875, th e r e  w as q u e s ­
t io n in g  in  a ll c irc le s  a b o u t  y o u r  a g e , d o  
y o u  th in k  th a t  is a  f a c to r?  A re  y o u  to o  
o ld ?

H : In  re s p o n s e  to  t h a t ,  let m e  sa y  th is .  I 
h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  o n e  to  q u e s t io n  p e o p le ’s 
r ig h t to  a sk  q u e s t io n s  in  o u r  s o c ie ty . R ig h t 
t o  q u e s t io n  is w h a t  m a k e s  th is  c o u n tr y  
g r e a t .  1 b e liev e  th a t  a n s w e rs  m u s t be  
s o u g h t  a n d  f o u n d .  N o w , w h a t w as  y o u r  
q u e s t io n ?

P : N e v e r  m in d . W h a t  a b o u t  u n e m p lo y ­
m e n t?

H : A s  I s a id ,  b y  in s t i tu t in g  h o r s e c a r  s e r ­
v ice  th r o u g h o u t  th e  c o u n t r y ,  w e  w ill 
re v ita liz e  th e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in d u s t r y ,  
b r e a th e  l ife  in to  f a rm in g ,  a n d  f in d  jo b s  
f o r  th e  o u t - o f - w o rk  h o r s e c a r  c o n d u c to r s .  

P :  A n d  o th e r  w o rk e rs ?
H : W h a t  o th e r  w o rk e rs ?
P :  T h e  o n e s  in th e  in d u s t r ie s ,  a n d  th e  

m ig ra n t  fa rm  w o rk e rs .
H : I ’m  g la d  y o u  b r o u g h t  th a t  u p , 

b e c a u s e  a ll th is  fo re ig n  in v a s io n  is

d a n g e r o u s .  Y e s te rd a y  I w as  a t  E llis  Is la n d  
w a tc h in g  a ll  th o s e  sn iv e ll in g , d is e a s e d  im ­
m ig ra n ts  c o m e  in . T h e  m a n  in c h a rg e  sa id  
th e y  c o u ld n ’t s p e a k  E n g lis h , a n d  h a d  th e  
g a ll to  d e m a n d  in s t r u c t io n s  o n  w h e re  to  
g o  f ro m  o u r  b o y s  th e r e .  S u p p o s e  o n e  o f  
th o s e  im m ig ra n ts  w as  a  R o o s ia n  sp y ?  A n d  
h e  a s k e d  th e  m a n  in  c h a rg e  f o r  th e  k ey s  to  
F o r t  K n o x ?  H e ’d  s te a l  o u r  g o ld  s u p p ly !  
T h a t ’s w h y  w e m u s t  p r o te c t  A m e r ic a  f ro m  
fo re ig n is m . W e ’U k e e p  o u t  th e  C o m ­
m u n i s t s .  E s p e c i a l l y  t h e  m o d e r a t e  
R e p u b lic a n s  a m o n g  th e m .

T h e y ’re  th e  w o rs t .  K e e p  r a n t in g  a b o u t  
L in c o ln . A ll h e  d id  w as f re e  th e  s la v e s . 
A n y b o d y  c o u ld  d o  th a t .  T a k e  a  lo o k  a t  
B e n ja m in  H a r r i s o n .  H e  b a la n c e d  th e  
b u d g e t ,  b y  c r a c k y .  S p e n t  th e  w h o le  th in g , 
a n d  g o t  it e v e n  s te v e n .

P : W ill y o u  h a v e  a  m e m b e r  o f  a n y  o p ­
p o s in g  p a r t ie s  in  y o u r  C a b in e t?

H : I e x p e c t t o  h a v e  a  R e p u b lic a n , y es , 
s ir .

P :  W h a t  a b o u t  s t r e a m lin in g  g o v e r n ­
m e n t?

H :  T h a t ’s a  g o o d  p o in t .  I d o n ’t  lik e  th e  
w ay  th e  B u re a u  o f  I n d ia n  A f fa i r s  is h a n d l ­
in g  th e  I n d ia n  C r is is . D id  y o u  e v e r  re a d  
th a t  c la s s ic ,  " S g t .  G u ts  R id e s  th e  
R a n g e ? ”

P : N o , I h a v e n ’t .
H : M a rv e l C o m ic s .  A  c la s s ic  in  I n d ia n  

h is to r y . 1 p la n  t o  ra is e  a  c a v a lry  b r ig a d e  
a n d  h a v e  it a t ta c k  th e  I n d ia n  c a m p s  n e a r  
L it t le  B ig H o r n .  O n ly  th is  t im e , w e ’ll h av e  
n a p a lm . A n d  th a t  r e m in d s  m e . I a m  o p ­
p o s e d  to  g u n  c o n t r o l .  I f  w e  d o n ’t let o u r  
s e t t le r s  in th e  R o c k ie s  h a v e  g u n s  th e n  I n ­
d ia n s  a n d  r u s t le r s  w ill s w o o p  d o w n  o n  
th e m  a n d  k id n a p  th e  s c h o o lm a rm . I k n o w  
a ll a b o u t  th e  In d ia n s .  I h a v e  s tu d ie d  th e m  
c lo se ly .

P : W h e n ?
H : In  m y  la s t th re e  m o v ie s . 1919, 1923, 

a n d  1928.
P : H o w  w ill y o u  d e a l w ith  S o c ia l 

S e c u r i ty  a n d  W e lfa re ?
H : In  m y  d a y ,  w e h a d  n o  w e lfa re  a n d  

n o  b e g g a rs  a n d  d o  y o u  k n o w  w h y ?  
B e c a u se  w e h a d  p o lic e  lo d g in g  h o u s e s  in 
th e  c it ie s . T h e  p o lic e  w o u ld  t a k e  th e  i n ­
d i g e n e  o f f  th e  s t r e e ts ,  p u t  th e m  in  th e  
lo d g in g  h o u s e  a n d  p u t th e m  to  w o rk  in  th e  
ste e l m ills , a n d  w e h a d  n o  u n e m p lo y m e n t  
o r  w e lf a re  o r  s o c ia l s e c u r i ty .  I f  p e o p le  
c a n ’t  p la n  a h e a d ,  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n 't  
b a il  th e m  o u t .  L o o k  w h a t h a p p e n e d  to  
th o s e  fo lk s  w h o  c a m e  to  C a l i f o r n ia .  T h e y  
b u i l t  a  la n d  f o r  th e m se lv e s  b y  f in d in g  
g o ld , p la n t in g  c la im s , s h o o t in g  v a r m in ts  
a n d  c la im  j u m p e r s ,  i n t e r m a r r y i n g ,  
b u i ld in g  m a n s io n s ,  m a k in g  m o v ie s , a n d
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h it t in g  it b ig . T h o s e  b ra v e  g o ld  d ig g e rs  o f  
’4 8  a n d  th e  h o o k e r s  o f  ’4 9  c a m e  to g e th e r  
a n d  m a d e  A m e r ic a  th e  m a rv e l it is to d a y  
w i t h o u t  a n y  h e l p  f r o m  a n y b o d y !  
A N Y B O D Y ! G O  IT  A L O N E !

P :  W h a t  a b o u t  b a i l in g  o u t  C h ry s le r?
H : W e ll, c h a r i ty  b e g in s  a t  h o m e , a n d  

w e h a v e  to  h e lp  a n d  a s s is t  o u r  n e ig h b o r s ,  
L o v e  T h y  N e ig h b o r ,  B r o th e r ’s K e e p e r , 
i t ’s  in  T h e  G o o d  B o o k , t h a t ’s m y  m o t to ,  
s o  w e s h o u ld  h e lp  o u r  s u f f e r in g  m u l t i ­
m il l io n  d o l la r  c a r te ls .

P :  W h a t  is y o u r  s ta n d  o n  ia b o r -  
m a n a g e m e n t  r e la t io n s ?

H : Y o u  k n o w , I c a n  r e m e m b e r  th e  
B o s to n  P o l ic e  S tr ik e  in  1919 w h e n  G o v e r ­
n o r  C a lv in  C o o l id g e , h e  w a s , y o u  k n o w , 
r u n n in g  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  j u s t  b e f o re  h e  
f ire d  th e  p o l ic e  w h o  w e re  s t r ik in g ,  f ire d  
th e  w h o le  lo t ,  b r a v e  m a n ,  s to o d  u p  to  a 
m o b  . . .  h e  s a id  . . . a h ,  n u t s  . . .  I f o rg e t ,  
b u t ,  it w as  a  g o o d  o n e  . . .  b u t  th e  p o in t  is, 
y o u  c a n ’t le t th e  p e o p le  r u n  th in g s , 
b e c a u s e  i f  y o u  d o ,  t h a t ’s g iv in g  in  to  a n  
u n e d u c a te d  p o p u la c e  w h o  d o e s n ’t k n o w  
a n y th in g  a b o u t  th e  is su e s , th e  p r o b le m s , 
o r  w h a t  th e  f u tu r e  h o ld s .  W e  h a v e  to  le a rn  
th e s e  th in g s .

P :  W h a t  w ill y o u  d o  a b o u t  N A S A ?
H :  T h e  B ib le  te lls  m e  th a t  th e  e a r th  is 

th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  u n iv e rs e .  W h a t  e lse  d o  
w e n e e d  to  k n o w ?  I f  w e c o n t in u e  to  p u t 
m o r e  p u b l ic  fu n d s  in to  thi« s o r t  o f  m u c k ­
in g  a r o u n d  in  s p a c e , w e  w ill b e  e n g a g in g  in  
th e  d e v i l ’s w o r k ,  a n d  w e  s h o u ld  o b e y  th e  
S c r ip tu re s .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  i f  w e m ee t 
a l ie n s ,  t h a t ’s a  fo re ig n  in f lu e n c e .

P : W h a t  is y o u r  f o re ig n  p o lic y ?
H : A s  y o u  k n o w , 1 p la n  to  se ize , a f te r  

w e f in d  th e m , th e  p o la r  ice  c a p s ,  to  p u t  u s  
o n  to p  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  n o  m a t te r  h o w  y o u  
lo o k  a t  it. T h e n  w e w ill ta k e  o v e r  th e  S u e z  
C a n a l .  Y o u  w ill re c a ll th a t  w e d id  s o  in  a  
g re a t  m o m e n t .

P : S u e z  C r is is  in  1956?
H :  N o ,  M a rin e s  in  E g y p t in  1936. S t a r r ­

in g  E lm o  H e n d e r s o n .  T h a t  is w h e re  I m e t 
m y  th i rd  w ife .

P : In  E g y p t?
H : N o , in  H o lly w o o d  d u r in g  th e  f i lm ­

ing .
P :  W h a t  a b o u t  th e  R u s s ia n s , a n d  th e  

T h ir d  W o r ld ?
H : I b e liev e  th a t  th e  o n ly  w ay  w e c a n  

sa v e  F re e d o m  a n d  D e m o c ra c y  h e re  a n d  
a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld  is t o  d r o p  th e  b o m b  o n  
o u r  a llie s  a n d  o u r  e n e m ie s  a n d  th o s e  
w is h y - w a s h y  f e n c e - s i t t e r s  w h o  c a n ’t 
d e c id e  e i th e r  w ay . F u r th e r m o r e ,  w e 
s h o u ld  e l im in a te  C o m m u n is t  in f lu e n c e s  a t  
h o m e . W 'e w ill c o n s id e r  H - B o m b in g  o n e  
c ity  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  a s  a  w a rn in g  to  
p o t e n t i a l  A m e r ic a n  C o m m u n is ts ,  o r  
G e n e r a l  L e e ’s C o n f e d e r a te s ,  th a t  I m e a n  
b u s in e s s . N o b o d y  m esse s  a r o u n d  w ith  th e  
F e d e ra l  G o v e r n m e n t .  Y o u  w ill re c a ll  th a t
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re c e n t a t t e m p te d  b o m b ’n g l n  L it t le  R o c k , 
w h e re  a n  H -B o m b  n e a r ly  b lew  u p .

P : Y es.
H : T h a t  w a s  my kind o f  thinking! 

Y e s s ir re e e , w e  c o u ld  h a v e  b la s te d  e v e ry  
C o m m ie ,  n u t ,  lo o n e y , R e p u b lic a n  o r  
D e m o c r a t  in  a ll  o f  A r k a n s a s .  A n d  s o m e  
o f  th e m  a r e  e v e n  W h ite  P r o te s ta n t s !  W e  
c o u ld  h a v e  w ip e d  o u t  C o m m u n is m  h e re  a t  
h o m e .

I te ll y o u  th e r e  a r e  s u b v e rs iv e  b r ig a d e s  
h id in g  in  th e  s w a m p s  in  A r k a n s a s .  W h e n  
th e  C o m m ie s  la n d ,  th e y ’ll c o m e  o u t  a n d  
t r y  t o  d e s t ro y  u s  a ll . T h e y ’re  m a d e  u p  o f  
g r o u p s  lik e  th e  V e te ra n s  o f  F o re ig n  W a rs ,  
a n d  th e  B o y  S c o u ts ,  a n d  g r o u p s  l ik e  t h a t .  
C o m m ie s  a ll ,  e v e ry  o n e  o f  th e m . E s p e c ia l ­
ly th o s e  m o d e r a te  R e p u b lic a n s . T h e y  
th in k  th e y ’re  s o  b ig .

M y  p o in t  is , w e  c a n  sa v e  D e m o c ra c y . 
P ro v id e d  e v e ry o n e  o b e y s  o r d e r s .

P :  W h a t  is y o u r  d e fe n s e  p o lic y ?
H : W h e n  1 w a s  in  th e  F irs t  W o r ld  W a r ,  

w e  w e re  th e  t o p  d o g , a n d  n o b o d y  m e s se d  
a r o u n d  w ith  u s . W e  h a d  th e  a d v a n ta g e .  
W e  h a d  b a t t le s h ip s .  Y o u  k n o w , th o s e  b ig  
s h ip s  o f  4 5 ,0 0 0  to n s ,  w ith  1 2 -in ch  g u n s  
t h a t  g o  b o o m  in  th e  n ig h t ,  a n d  b la s t  tw e n ­
ty  m ile s  a w a y . A h ,  th e y  w e re  g r e a t .

W e ll , th is  m iss ile  e r a  h a s n ’t  p r o te c te d  
u s  f ro m  a n y th in g ,  s o  I w ill b u i ld  a  v a s t  
f lee t o f  b a t t le s h ip s ,  f o r ty  in  a ll .  I w ill b a s e  
th e m  in  th e  P h i l l ip in e s ,  J a p a n ,  a n y  o f  
th o s e  c o lo n ie s  o f  o u r s ,  a n d  a n y b o d y  w h o  
a t t a c k s  u s  w ill g e t  h i t ,  h a r d !  I m ig h t p u t  
e ig h t in  P e a r l  H a r b o r .  T h e y  u s e d  to  lo o k  
s o  g o o d  o u t  th e r e ,  l in e d  u p  in  a  ro w , o n  
S u n d a y  m o r n in g s .

P : C o u ld  y o u  su m  u p  y o u r  g o a ls  fo r  
A m e r ic a ?

H : I p la n  t o  e n d  p re s s  c r i t ic is m  o f  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  t r e a s o n o u s  p o l i t ic ia n s  m a k ­
in g  t r e a s o n a b le  s ta te m e n ts ,  r e tu rn  t o  th e  
d a y s  o f  th e  O ld  W e s t ,  d e s tro y in g  o u r  
e n e m ie s ,  re a l a n d  p o te n t ia l ,  a n d  g e n e ra lly  
m a k in g  s u r e  t h a t  th e  U .S .  is in  c a p a b le  
h a n d s .  M in e  a n d  m y  f a m i ly ’s . M y  c o r o n a ­
t io n  w ill b e  s t r a ig h t  o u t  o f  B u s b y  
B e rk e le y . H e  w as g r e a t .  H e ’ll d o  i t .  T h a n k  
G o d  w e live  in  a  f re e  d e m o c r a c y ,  w h e re  
p e o p le  c a n  d o  w h a t  th e y  w a n t ,  a n d  b e  
w h a t  th e y  w a n t .

Henderson's California Estate

Dean Burden 
The 1980
Democratic Candidate
An interview by Hew Sickley

R e c e n t ly ,  I m a n a g e d  to  m e e t w ith  D e a n  
B u r d e n ,  th e  A la s k a n  G o v e r n o r  r u n n in g  in 
p la c e  o f  th e  in c u m b e n t  a s  h is  p a r ty ’s 
p r e s id e n t ia l  c a n d id a te .  T h e  fo llo w in g  w as 
t r a n s c r ib e d  a t  B u r d e n ’s W a s h in g to n  C a m ­
p a ig n  o f f ic e :

Q : H o w  d o  y o u  see  y o u r  c h a n c e s  fo r  
v ic to ry ?

D B : P r e t ty  d a r n  g o o d ,  y e a h . M e  feel so 
h a p p y  m e  c o u ld  w e t p a n ts .  I t  b e e n  a  lo n g  
h a r d  r o a d  b u t  it w o r th  i t .  B u t y o u  k n o w , 
d e m  f a n c y - lo o k in g  J o e  C o lle g e  ty p e s  w h o  
t in k  m e  a m  a  m o r o n  to  r u n ,  w e ll, m e  h av e  
la s t  h o - h o ,  o r  w h a te v e r ! ”

Q : W o u ld  y o u  c a r e  t o  s p e a k  a b o u t  y o u r  
p la n s  a s  p r e s id e n t  t o  re v ita liz e  th e  
m il i ta ry ?

D B : W e ll , m e  th in k  o f  n u c le a r -p o w e re d  
h a r p o o n s .  H o w  d e y  w o rk  is lik e  d is : Y ou  
o n  b a t t le f ie ld  a n d  y o u  see  g r e a t  b ig  R u sk ie  
t a n k  c o m in g  to w a r d  y o u .  W h a t  y o u  g o n ­
n a  d o ?  W e ll , y o u  e i th e r  r u n  lik e  hell 
o r — a n d  o n ly  i f  y o u  g o t  g o o d  th ro w in g  
a r m — y o u  c h u c k  h a r p o o n  in to  ta n k  gu n  
a n d  d e n  w a tc h  it g o  b o o m !  P ie c e s  o f  flesh  
a n d  m e ta l  a ll  o v e r  p la c e !  I t  b ig  s ig h t to  
see!

Q : I b e t .  H o w  a b o u t  th e  E R A ?
D B : W e ll , it r e a l  g o o d !  U n lik e  th a t  o ld  

f o o l  w h o ’s m y  o p p o n e n t — h im  rea l 
d u m b — m e  fee l it g o o d  in c e n tiv e  fo r  
w o m e n  to  w o r k .  E v e n  b e t te r  d e n  w h a t 
h u n te r s  in  m y  E s k im o  v illa g e  u se d  to  d o  to  
g e t  d e m  t o  w o rk !

Q : W h a t  d id  th e y  d o ?
D B : D ey  te ll w o m e n  ‘w o r k  o r  d ie ’ a n d  

w o m e n  w o u ld  w o rk !  D o s e  w h o  d id n ’t 
w o r k  g o t  th r o w n  in  r iv e r  a n d  e i th e r  d ey  
s c re a m e d  ‘w e  w o r k ,  w e  w o rk  f o r  free ! o r  
d e y  f re e z e  t o  d e a th !  ( la u g h in g )  “ B o y  d em  
th e  g o o d  o ld  d ay s !

Q : W h a t  w o u ld  y o u  d o  a b o u t  th e  
e c o n o m y ?

D B : H m m m , w e ll, m e  g e t p e o p le  to  
w o r k .  D a t ’s w h a t .

Q : B u t G o v e r n o r ,  how  a r e  y o u  g o in g  to  
g e t p e o p le  t o  w o rk ?

D B : Y o u  w a n t  d e ta i ls  ?
Q : Y es , th e  r e a d e r s  w ill w a n t  t o  k n o w  

a ll th e  d e ta i ls .
D B : O k a y ,  o k a y .  S ee , d e ta i ls  g e t m e 

c o n f u s e d ,  b u t  m e  t ry  t o  m a k e  y o u  h a p p y .
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October Events: Down the home stretch and into the toilet

S ee— y o u  w a n t  m o r e  ’J D ’? — m e  fix  it 
so  o il c o m p a n ie s  d o n ’t p a y  ta x e s  n o  m o re . 
D e n , d e y  h a v e  e n u f f  m o n e y  to  p a y  
w o rk e rs . B u t m e  t r y  t o  b a la n c e  fu ll e f fe c t 
b y  ta x in g  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls ,  c h u r c h e s  a n d  
n u rs in g  h o m e s . S o  n o  o n e  g o e s  h u n g r y . 
R ea lly  s m a r t ,  h u h ?

Q : B u t G o v e r n o r ,  th a t  m e a n s  b ig  
b u s in e ss  g e ts  t o  d o  a n y th in g  th e y  
w a n t— th e y  g e t a w a y  w ith  m u r d e r !

D B : W h o  ta lk s  a b o u t  m u r d e r ?  M e b b e  
y o u  w a tc h  to o  m u c h  ‘K o j a k ’ o r  m e b b e  
y o u  h a v e  to o  m u c h  to  d r in k .  H e y , d a t  
re m in d s  m e — m e  g o n n a  se t u p  sp e c ia l  T V  
n e tw o rk  t im e  s o  m e  n o  h a v e  to  t a k e  t im e  
f ro m  o th e r  n e tw o r k s .  A n ’ m e  g o n n a  h a v e  
fin a l say  o v e r  w h a t  g e ts  o v e r  a irw a v e s  so  
m e n o  g e t m is u n d e r s to o d !  H e y , w h y  y o u  
m o u th  o p e n  s o  w id e ?

(A t th is  p o in t ,  th e  t a p e  r e c o r d e r  w as  
sh u t o f f .  B y a c c id e n t ,  1 th in k )

Y o u  k n o w  w h y  m e  r u n  f o r  o f f ic e ?  
B ecause  m e  a m  s u r e  m e  k n o w  w h a t  t o  d o  
in  a  c r is is . W a te r g a te !  M e  w o u ld n ’t  g e t 
c a u g h t lik e  d a t !  M e  te ll  r e p o r te r s  t o  g e t 
o f f  m y  b a c k  o r  m e  s ta b  d e m !  B u t N ix o n , 
h im  rea l j e r k .  H e  k e p t  t a p e s — re a l d u m b !  
A n ’ th a t  s o u th e r n  p re s id e n t !  R e a s o n  
D e m o c ra ts  p ic k  m e  o v e r  h im  is d a t  m e 
m a n  o f  a c t io n !  I f  h o s ta g e s  ta k e n  w h e n  m e  
w as in  o f f ic e ,  m e  b lo w  u p  I r a n  tw o  
se co n d s  la te r !  T o  s h o w  d e m  U .S .  o f  A . 
m ean s  b u s in e ss !  D a t ’s w h y ! M e  n o  h a v e  
sissy  ta lk  k e e p  m e  f ro m  d o in g  w h a t ’s 
sm a rt!

M y  v is io n  s ta r te d  t o  b lu r ,  th a n k s  t o  th e  
J ’D ’, n o  d o u b t !  B u t a f t e r  l is te n in g  to  
B u rd e n 's  in f o rm e d  o p in io n s ,  a n y th in g  
c o u ld ’ve c a u s e d  it . S till,  th e r e  w a s  so m e  
g ro u n d  le f t to  c o v e r .

O n  B u r d e n ’s o p p o n e n t :  “ H im  o ld  f a r t !  
H im  tr ig g e r -h a p p y !  I f  h e  u n d e r  m e , m e  
sh o o t h im  q u i c k .”

O n  B u r d e n ’s r u n n in g  m a te :  M e rm a n  
L o tz : “ H im  b ig  j e r k ,  b u t  m e  k e e p  F lo r id a  
(L o tz ’s h o m e  s ta te )  h a p p y .  D em  h e lp  in  
c a m p a ig n .”

O n  A b s c a m : “ It f u n n ie s t  d in g  I ev e r  
h e a rd . B o y , w h a t  d o p e s !  M o s t o f  d e m  
fro m  N ew  J e rs e y , s o  d o n ’t it f ig u re ?

F in a lly , th e  in te rv ie w  w as  o v e r .  B u rd e n  
ro se  to  s h o w  m e  o u t .  O n  th e  w a y , h e  c o n ­
fid ed  to  m e  th a t  h e  fe lt  t h a t  th e  A m e r ic a n  
p e o p le  a r e  t i r e d  o f  “ s u p e r m e n ”  r u n n in g  
fo r  o ff ic e .

H e  e la b o r a te d :  “ Y o u  k n o w , d e m  g u y s  
w it fa n c y  p a n ts  s c h o o lin g  a n d  d o u b le  
b re a s te d  th r e e  p ie c e  s u i ts ,  w e ll, d e r e  t im e  
is c o m in g  to  e n d !  H e re !  D a t ’s m e , d a  
“ C o m m o n  M a n ! ”

H e  w as so  p r o u d .  I fe lt  s o  s ic k , I th r e w

r

Curtains

I walk into the booth 
It is cold and dark and 
ominous
Strange dials and levers loom 
before me
I pull the curtain shut 
“ Hmm . . . Senator Carbon 
or Senator Monoxide?
I think I’ ll hold my breath in­
stead.”

T h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  f in a l  m o n th  o f  
C a m p a ig n  ’8 0  sa w  D e a n  B u r d e n ’s o n c e -  
la rg e  le a d  in  th e  p o lls  s h r in k in g  d a ily  a s  a  
s e r ie s  o f  t a s te l s s  r e m a r k s  b y  th e  
D e m o c ra t ic  c a n d id a te  n e g a te d  h is  s t r o n g ,  
s i le n t  im a g e . “ H e ’s c o m p le te ly  d e s t ro y e d

o u r  a t t e m p t s  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  o n  h is  
r e s e m b la n c e  to  th e  w e e p in g  I n d ia n  in  th e  
‘K e e p  A m e r ic a  3 e a u t i f u l '  a d s , ”  a n  a id e  
b i t te r ly  c o m p la in e d . “ H o p e f u l ly ,  th e  
E n g lis h  le s so n s  f ro m  th e  T o m  C a rv e l Ice 
C r e a m  C o lle g e  w ill h e lp  h is  o r a t o r y . ”  
W h e n  re p ly in g  to  E lm o  H e n d e r s o n ’s d e ­
n o u n c e m e n t  o f  a  p o s s ib le  4 -d a y  w o rk  
w e e k  a s  to o  ta x in g  o n  th e  a v e ra g e  
A m e r ic a n , B u rd e n  in a d v e r ta n t ly  b lu r te d  
o u t  a n  o c e a n a tic  e p i th e t .  “ W h a le s h i t ,”  h e  
s a id ,  “ 1 o f te n  w o rk  4 0 - h o u r  day in  L a n d  
o f  M id n ig h t  S u n .”  B u t th e  A la s k a n ’s 
m o s t  v ic io u s  r e m a rk  a b o u t  h is  R e p u b lic a n  
r iv a l  w as : “ M a n  to o  o ld  to  h a v e  e re c t io n  
n o t  p o w e r fu l  e n o u g h  t o  le a d  n a t i o n . "  In  
re s p o n s e , th e  A d m ir a l  s p e c u la te d  o n  th e  
in t im a c y  o f  B u r d e n ’s m o th e r  w ith  b a b y  
se a ls .

A  n a t io n a l  p o l l  b y  th e  L o u  C a n te r  
A g e n c y  r e f le c te d  th e  p u b l ic ’s v iew  o n  p e r ­
s o n a l  a t t a c k s  in  th e  c a m p a ig n .  4 6 %  
c a te g o r iz e d  th e m  a s  e x a m p le s  o f  “ v ic io u s  
m u d s l in g in g ,”  2 5 %  ju d g e d  th e m  a s  
“ h e a l th y  a n d  A m e r ic a n  a s  a p p le  p i e ,”

Outsiders to the Mainstream of Politics: 
Profile of a Jerk-Water Candidate

N o t a11 th e  e x c ite m e n t in  th e  e le c t io n  th is  y e a r  is b e in g  c a u s e d  b y  th e  3 m a jo r  
c a n d id a te s .  In  f a c t ,  b y  fa r  th e  m o s t in te r e s t in g  c a n d id a te  is d e f ro c k e d  G re e k  O r-  

pr% , th o d o x  B is h o p  A r is to t le  X a n a d u s .  A  fo rm e r  m e n ta l  p a t ie n t  a n d  c u r r e n t  C a rv e l 
Ice  C re a m  f r a n c h is e  h o ld e r ,  th e  e x -B is h o p  is r u n n in g  o n  th e  M il la rd  F i l lm o re  R E  
v iv a l lin e .

jp l  “ Y es , y e s ,”  sa id  B is h o p , o r  A .X .  a s  h e  lik e s  t o  b e  c a lle d , “ I th in k  th a t  th e  m a ­
j o r  is su e  in th e  e le c tio n  is e le v a to r  m u s ic . I feel s t ro n g ly  th a t  th is  v io la te s  th e  e q u a l 

| E ^  p r o te c t io n  c la u s e  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n .  1 sa y  m u s ic  in  e v e ry  e le v a to r  o r  in  n o n e !
F 5 ® T h is  is h o w  1 in te n d  to  e l im in a te  d is c r im in a t io n  in  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  in d u s t r y .”
I te >  A .X .  is a n  in te n s e  m a n .  T o  g iv e  a n  e x a m p le , h e  n e v e r  w a s te s  a n y  t im e — alw ay s  

tr y in g  to  d o  tw o  th in g s  a t  o n c e . T h r o u g h o u t  th e  d u r a t io n  o f  th e  in te rv ie w , h e  k e p t 
b u i ld in g  a n d  ta k in g  a p a r t  a  c h i ld ’s x y lo p h o n e ,  p a u s in g  in  b e tw e e n  o c a s io n a lfy  to  
p la y  a n  a to n a l  m e lo d y .

A s to  o th e r  is su e s , A .X .  p la c e s  v e ry  h ig h ly  th e  id e a  o f  c o n s e rv a t io n  a n d  recy c l-  
| P - |  >ng. “ I a lw a y s  t ry  t o  sa v e  w h e re v e r  p o s s ib le .  1 w ro te  m y  la s t sp e e c h  o n  th e  b a c k  o f  

a  p r o m o t io n a l  f ly e r  f o r  th e  F ly in g  K a r a m a z o v ’s . G o v e r n m e n t  is th e  b ig g es t 
t e ~  w a s te r .  L o o k  a t  a ll  th e  to n s  o f  p a p e r  th a t  th e  b u r e a u c r a c ie s  w a s te . A ll th a t  p a p e r  

th e y  p u t  o u t ,  a n d  th e y  o n ly  u se  o n e  s id e !  I f  I a m  e le c te d , 1 w ill m a n d a te  th a t  n o  
I T  p a p e r  w ill b e  th r o w n  a w a y  u n t i l  it is u se d  to  its  fu lle s t  c a p a c i ty — in  o th e r  w o rd s , 

a ll o ld  d o c u m e n ts  a r e  to  b e  u se d  a g a in  t o  u t i l iz e  th e  b la n k  s id e s . T h u s  a ll w a s te

P p a p e r — o ld  c o p ie s  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  in te r -o f f ic e  m e m o r a n d a ,  to p - s e c re t  C I A
^  in te ll ig e n c e  r e p o r t s — a r e  t o  b e  u s e d  in  a ll  le t te r s  t o  th e  p u b l ic .”

"* T h is  c o n v e r s a tio n  . . . r a th e r  m o n o lo g u e ,  c o n t in u e d  o n  f o r  se v e ra l h o u r s .  T h e  
I E r  s u b je c ts  r a n g e d  f ro m  n u c le a r  p o w e r , w h ip p e ts ,  a n d  p e o p le  n a m e d  N o r r is  to  th e  
l i ~ 5  in c u m b e n t  p r e s id e n t .  S u f f ic e  t o  s a y , n o n e  o f  th is  is w o r th  r e p o r t in g .  E v e n  i f  it 
te>> w e re , th e r e  is n o  r e c o r d ,  a s  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  in te rv ie w  th e  e x -B is h o p  g r a b b e d  
p ! |  m y  r e c o r d e r ,  r e m o v e d  th e  c a s s e t te  a n d  c o m m e n c e d  to  e a t  th e  t a p e  w h ile  s in g in g  
w  “ B a b a lu ”  in  a  fa k e  C u b a n  a c c e n t.  O n e  w o n d e r s  i f  th is  m a n  is a n y  w o rse  th a n  th e  
f f s S  r e m a in in g  m a jo r  p a r ty  c a n d id a te s .
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NATION
a n d  18%  o f  th o s e  s u rv e y e d  e x p re s s e d  a 
d e s ire  t o  see  th e  c a n d id a te s  e n g a g e  in  m o r ­
ta l  c o m b a t  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s ib le .

A s E le c t io n  D a y  d re w  n e a r e r  a n d  
n e a r e r ,  b o th  c a m p s  s t r o v e  to  g a in  a n  u p ­
p e r  h a n d  b y  a n y  c o n c e iv a b le  m e a n s . 
H e n d e r s o n  a n d  B u rd e n  lo g g e d  m o r e  f ly ­
in g  m ile s  p e r  w eek  th e n  th e  c o m b in e d  e f ­
f o r ts  o f  T W A  a n d  A ir  T o g o la n d .  T h is  
h e c t ic ,  d is o r ie n t in g  p a c e  p ro v e d  to  b e  th e  
u n d o in g  o f  A d m ira l  H e n d e r s o n  w h e n  h e  
m a d e  a  v o w  to  sa v e  th e  S o u th  B ro n x  a t  a  
r a lly  in  D e tr o i t .  “ O o p s ,”  s q u e a k e d  th e  
d o d d e r in g  c e n te n a r ia n  w h e n  in f o rm e d  o f  
h is  b lu n d e r .

E lm o ’s o p p o r tu n is t i c  r u n n in g  m a te ,  
D r u n g o  P in e , re c e iv e d  a  f re e  tw o - h o u r  
s lo t f ro m  N B C -T V  u n d e r  th e  e q u a l  t im e  
ru le . E a r l ie r  in  th e  w e e k , th e  n e tw o rk  h a d  
p r e s e n te d  th e  m o v ie  “ A  C ry  f o r  L o v e ,”  
f e a tu r in g  in d e p e n d e n t  v ic e -p re s id e n tia l  
c o n te n d e r  P o w e rs  B o o th e  in  th e  ro le  o f  a  
l i fe lo n g  d r u n k .  P in e  a p p l ie d  f o r  a  s im ila r  
s p o t ,  d e m a n d in g  to  b e  “ p r e s e n te d  in  a n  
e q u a l ly  f a v o ra b le  l i g h t .”  D e m o c ra t ic  V .P .  
c h o ic e  M e rm a n  L o tz  s ta y e d  h o m e  a n d  
la u g h e d  a s  P in e  w as t r o u n c e d  m ig h t i ly  in  
th e  N e ils e n s  b y  a  “ D a l la s ”  r e ru n .

A  m a jo r  fo c u s  o f  th e  c a n d id a te s  
t h r o u g h o u t  O c to b e r  w as  th e  s o lic it in g  o f  
e n d o r s e m e n ts  f ro m  o r g a n iz a t io n s  a n d  
c e le b r it ie s  in  a  m a n n e r  th a t  w o u ld ’ve  d o n e  
T h e  H a p p y  H o o k e r  p r o u d .  A  slew  o f  
e n t e r t a i n e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  in d e p e n d e n t  
L o r e t ta  P e r s im m o n  s ta g e d  a  b e n e f i t  p e r ­
f o rm a n c e  a t M a d is o n  S q u a r e  G a r d e n ;  u n ­
f o r tu n a te ly ,  th e y  w e re  su c h  a  n a r ro w -  
a p p e a l  se t o f  a c ts  (T h e  N ew  D e lh i F lu te  
a n d  S ta r v a t io n  B a n d , H a r ry  R itz , Z e v , th e  
M a rq u is  C h im p s )  th a t  th e  b o x -o f f ic e  g ro ss  
w as b a re ly  o n e - h a l f  o f  th e  G a r d e n ’s r e n ta l  
fe e . P e r s im m o n , d e n ie d  b a n k  lo a n s  a n d

u n c e r ta in  o f  f e d e ra l  f u n d in g  o f  h e r  c a m ­
p a ig n ,  a ls o  sa w  p la n s  f o r  a  t e le th o n  fa ll 
t h r o u g h .  “ I f  w e c o u ld ’v e  s n a re d  T o n y  
O r l a n d o ,  it w o u ld ’v e  w o r k e d ,”  L o r e t t a  
s ig h e d .

T h e  m o s t  s h o c k in g  p lu g  f o r  a  c a n d id a te  
c a m e  w h e n  f o rm e r  S ix tie s  r a d ic a l  A b b e  
S a m u e ls ,  w h o  ro s e  to  fa m e  v ia  th e  
M ilw a u k e e  D o z e n  t r ia l ,  a n n o u n c e d  h e r  
s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  r e a c t io n a r y  H e n d e r s o n .  
“ L o o k  a t  h o w  s u c c e ss fu lly  h e  d o d g e d  th e  
d r a f t  in  1 9 1 7 ,”  M s . S a m u e ls  e x p la in e d . 
“ W e  a ll le a rn  to  a c c e p t  n e w  id e a s ,”  sa id  
A b b e ,  n o w  e m p lo y e d  in  th e  p u b l ic  r e la ­
t io n s  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  a  b r e a k f a s t  c e re a l 
c o m p a n y .  N o t  q u i te  e n d o r s in g  E lm o , b u t  
c o m in g  v e ry  c lo s e , w a s  a  p r o m in e n t  
p o l i t ic a l  a u th o r  w h o  re s id e s  o n  E a s t  6 5 th  
S t r e e t .  “ I t ’s p e r fe c t ly  c le a r  t h a t  ‘D a d ’ 
H e n d e r s o n  is u s in g  s o m e  o f  m y  o ld  c a m ­
p a ig n  t a c t i c s ,”  sm ile d  th e  jo w ly  o ld  f e lo n . 
“ O r d e r in g  a  h u n d r e d  p e p p e r o n i  p iz z a s  fo r  
th e  r iv a l c a m p a ig n  h e a d q u a r te r s ,  f o r  e x ­
a m p le .”

A  lo n g - a n t ic ip a te d  s t r a te g ic  m o v e ,  
m a d e  jo in t ly  b y  D e a n  B u rd e n  a n d  th e  in ­
c u m b e n t  P re s id e n t ,  f in a lly  c a m e  to  p a s s  
tw o  w e e k s  b e f o re  e le c t io n  D a y . F o r  m o n ­
th s ,  H e n d e r s o n  a n d  P e r s im m o n  h a d  
w a r n e d  v o te r s  a g a in s t  b e in g  sw a y e d  b y  a n  
“ O c to b e r  s u r p r i s e .”  T h e i r  s u s p ic io n  w as  
c o n f i rm e d  b y  th e  re c ip e  fo r  D e m o c r a t s ’ 
O c to b e r  S u rp r is e  in  th e  n ew  issu e  o f  
Ladies’ H om e Journal. C o n s i s t i n g  
b a s ic a lly  o f  ra w  f ish  a n d  g r i ts ,  th e  d ish  
w as  w id e ly  c r i t ic iz e d  b y  p e o p le  o f  all 
p o l i t ic a l  b e lie f s . “ It n e e d s  m o r e  g a r ­
n is h in g , a n d  th e  a f te r ta s te  is h o r r ib l e ,”  
s c o f f e d  g o u r m e t  H o u s e  S p e a k e r  T ip  
O ’N e ill.

J u s t  w h e n  it s e e m e d  th a t  a  f a c e - to - f a c e  
d is c u s s io n  o f  issu e s  w o u ld  n e v e r  o c c u r  in

th is  y e a r ’s ra c e  f o r  th e  W h ite  H o u s e ,  th e  
1 G u ild  o f  A b s e n te e  V o te r s  in v i te d  a ll  th re e  

c a n d id a te s  t o  a  d e b a te  in  T r u th  o r  C o n s e ­
q u e n c e s ,  N ew  M e x ic o . B u t L o r e t t a  P e r ­
s im m o n  s w if t ly  r e fu s e d  to  p a r t ic ip te .  “ M y 
p e r c e n ta g e  in  th e  p o lls  h a s  b e e n  c u t  in  h a l f  
s in c e  m y  d e b a te  w ith  H e n d e r s o n ,”  sh e  a n ­
n o u n c e d  s o b e r ly .  “ I f  I g e t  m u c h  m o re  n a ­
t io n a l  e x p o s u re ,  I c a n  k iss  th e  h o p e  o f  a 
r e s p e c ta b le  s h o w in g  g o o d b y e .”  A d m ira l  
E lm o  e x p re s s e d  s a d n e s s  a t  P e r s im m o n ’s 
d e c is io n . “ N o w  i t ’s m e  a n d  th a t  d a m n  
s n o w m a n ,”  h e  w h e e z e d .

T h e  d e b a te ,  m o d e r a te d  b y  B o b  B a rk e r ,  
tu r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a  d r e a r y  n o n -c l im a x  to  
th e  c a m p a ig n .  B u rd e n  e m p h a s iz e d  h is 
p la n  t o  s to p  in f la t io n :  “ I f  th e y  n o  s to p  
m a k in g  g re e n  s tu f f ,  I p u ll  p lu g  o n  
G o v e r n m e n t  P r in t in g  O f f i c e .”  H e  a ls o  
p r o p o s e d  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  “ P e n ta g o n  11”  
n o r th  o f  th e  A rc t ic  C irc le . H e n d e r s o n  
s h o t  b a c k  th a t  B u rd e n  c o u l d n ’t e v en  g e t 
th e  p ip e l in e  t o  w o r k  w h e n  h e  w as g o v e r ­
n o r  o f  A la s k a . T h e  A d m ir a l  d e f e n d e d  h is  
f l ip - f lo p  o n  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  n u c le a r  
p o w e r ,  e x p la in in g  th a t  h e  h a d  c o n f u s e d  it 
w ith  p re s e rv in g  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  th e  n u c le a r  
f a m ily . E lm o  s u m m a r iz e d  h is  r e l ia n c e  o n  
th e  p a s t  t o  so lv e  c u r r e n t  p r o b le m s  w ith  th e  
s ta te m e n t ,  “ H is to r y  r e p e a ts  i ts e lf ;  I 
s h o u ld  k n o w , I ’v e  se en  m o s t  o f  i t . ”

O d d ly ,  m o s t  o b s e rv e r s  s c o re d  th e  
d e b a te  a s  e v e n . R e a c t io n s  o f  th e  m illio n s  
o f  te le v is o n  v ie w e rs  r a n g e d  f ro m  d ro w sy  
to  s u ic id a l .  D e s p ite  th e  P e r s im m o n  f a c to r  
a n d  a n  e le v e n th - h o u r  m o v e m e n t  t o  e lec t 
th e  r e m a in s  o f  A d la i  S te v e n s o n , a  c lo se , 
tw o - m a n  r a c e  w as  a n t ic ip a te d .

The Electoral College:
Balustrade reform talk sweeps capital**

W h e n  th e  c h o r e  o f  e le c tin g  a  p re s id e n t  
ro lls  a r o u n d  e v e ry  f o u r  y e a r s ,  A m e r ic a n s  
p r o u d ly  s t r o l l  in to  th e  v o t in g  b o o th  a n d  
c a s t  th e i r  b a l lo ts .  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v in c ­
e d  b y  s o m e  s e g m e n ts  o f  th e  m e d ia  th a t  
th e ir  v o te  w ill p u t  th e i r  c a n d id a te  o n e  s te p  
c lo s e r  to  th e  W h ite  H o u s e . T h is  m a y  n o t 
b e  th e  c a s e . T h e  n u m b e r  o f  v o te s  w h ic h  a 
m a n  g a r n e r s  d o e s  n o t  m a t te r ,  it is where 
th o s e  v o te s  a r e  th a t  c o u n ts .  F o r ,  in  th e  
E le c to ra l  C o lle g e , th e  w in n e r  o f  a  s t a te ’s 
p o p u la r  v o te ,  b y  a  m a r g in  o f  o n e  o r  o n e  
m il l io n , re ce iv e s  all o f  t h a t  s t a te ’s e le c ­
to r a l  v o te s .  Is th is  re a lly  d e m o c ra c y  in  a c ­
t io n ?

22 PLAGUE, NOVEMBER 3, 1980



NATION
T h e  E le c to ra l  C o lle g e  h a s  lo n g  b e e n  

p e rce iv ed  a s  a n  a n t iq u a te d  in s t i tu t io n  th a t  
is n o w  o u t - o f - d a te  a n d  u n r e l ia b le ,  m u c h  
lik e  th e  rh y th m  m e th o d  o f  b i r th  c o n t r o l .  
C r ie s  f o r  c h a n g e  in  th is  1 8 th -c e n tu ry  re lic , 
a s  u b iq u i to u s  o n  C a p ito l  H ill a s  in d ic te d  
C o n g re s s m e n , h a v e  g o n e  u n h e e d e d  to o  
lo n g . F in a lly ,  th e  is su e  b e g a n  to  b e  in ­
v e s tig a te d  la s t y e a r  w ith  th e  f o r m a t io n  o f  
th e  H o u s e  C o m m it te e  o n  E le c to r a l  
R e fo rm  a n d  R e g u la tio n  o f  L u n c h  M e a t  
P ig m e n ts . W e  re c e n t ly  s p o k e  to  th e  c h a i r ­
m a n , R e p . E n o s  B a lu s t r a d e  ( D - M o n ta n a ) ,  
s h o r t ly  b e f o re  th e  f in a l  p la n  w as t o  b e  
s u b m it te d .

“ W e ll, s o n ,  o u r  o r ig in a l  p la n  w a s  a  re a l 
f le a d u n g e r ,”  s a id  B a lu s t r a d e ,  fe e t r e s tin g  
o n  h is  b u f f a lo  h id e -c o v e re d  d e s k . “ W e  
c a lled  it ‘T h e  R e v e rs a l  P l a n . ’ Q u i te  s im p ­
ly , th is  w a s  it: o n ly  538 c it iz e n s  g o  to  th e  
p o lls  o n  E le c t io n  D a y . 41 N ew  Y o rk e rs ,  
12 V irg in ia n s , j u s t  l ik e  t h a t .  T h in k  h o w  
m u c h  e a s ie r  i t ’d  b e  t o  g e t o u t  th e  v o te !  
T h e n , w h e n  th e  e le c t io n ’s o v e r ,  w e ’d  h a v e  
85 m illio n  e le c to r s  b a s e  th e i r  b a l lo ts  o n  
th o se  538. O r d in a r y  fo lk  l ik e  m e  a n d  y o u ,

e le c to r s  f o r  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  Y e w -n ite d  
S ta te s !  A in ’t t h a t  a  k ick  in  th e  k id n ey s !  
I t ’d  b e  o n e  h e ll o f  a n  in te r e s t - g e t te r ,  I 
g u a r a n te e  t h a t .

“ B u t w e  h a d  to  s c ra p  th a t  o n e . H o w  
c a n  y o u  e x p e c t th e  g o v e rn m e n t  to  h a n d le  
a ll th e m  e le c to r s  w h e n  a  C o n g re s s m a n  
c a n ’t e v en  g e t a  g o o d  c u p  o f  c o f fe e ?  T a s te  
th is  s w il l ! ”

A f te r  sh o w in g  u s  h is  r if le  c o l le c t io n , 
R e p . B a lu s t r a d e  b e g a n  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  
p la n  th a t  is n o w  “ o p e r a t iv e ,”  a s  th e y  say  
in  W a s h in g to n e s e . A s i l lu s t r a te d  a b o v e ,  it 
c o n s is ts  o f  d iv id in g  th e  c o u n t r y  in to  f o u r  
“ e le c to ra l  r e g io n s ,”  a n d  is o f f ic ia lly  la b e l­
ed  T h e  B a lu s tra d e  P l a n . ’

“ I g a v e lle d  th a t  n a m e  t h r o u g h ,”  th e  
C o n g r e s s m a n  s n o r te d .  “ A  m a n  d e s e rv e s  
s o m e th in g  a f t e r  30  y e a rs , r ig h t?  A n y w a y , 
th is  is th e  b e s t o f  a ll p o s s ib le  sy s te m s , 
y e s s ir . F o r  o n e  th in g , n o  m o re  o f  th is  
‘c a m p a i g n - i n - t h e - b i g - s t a t e s ’ g a r b a g e .  
N o w , th e  g u y ’s g o t  t o  w in  a  w h o le  r e g io n  
o f  th e  c o u n t r y ;  th e  T e n n e s s e e  c h ic k e n  
f a rm e r s  a r e  g o n n a  b e  j u s t  a s  im p o r ta n t  a s  
th e m  W all S tre e t  w iz a rd s . T h e  c a n d id a te

d o e s n ’t k n o w  w h e th e r  th e  e le c tio n  w ill b e  
d e c id e d  u n d e r  th e  s m o k y  sk ie s  o f  P i t t ­
s b u rg h  o r  th e  c o c o n u ts  o f  H a w a ii .  H e y , 
t h a t ’s d a m n  c lo s e  t o  p o e t ic ,  h u h ?

“ Y o u ’ll n o t ic e ,  th o u g h ,  w e  d i d n ’t m a k e  
it r e g io n a l ,  c u t - a n d -d r ie d .  L o o k  h o w  w e 
c o n n e c t e d  u p  t h a t  N o r t h e a s t - B u t t e  
r e g io n !  S o m e  s m a r t  a s s  tr ie s  t o  k iss  u p  to  
th o s e  in d u s tr ie s  in  th e  E a s t ,  h e ’s s till  g o t 
to  c o m e  o u t  to  th e  R o c k y  M o u n ta in s  a n d  
sell h im s e lf  th e re !  N o  m o r e  ig n o r in g  o f  
any g e o g ra p h ic a l  a r e a ;  th e y ’re  a ll  v ita l.  
Y o u  g o t  a n y  id e a  o f  th e  la s t t im e  a  p r e s i­
d e n t  v is i te d  P o c a te l lo ,  I d a h o ?  1926! 
C o o lid g e  g o t  lo s t a n d  w o u n d  u p  th e re .  
D id n ’t e v en  sa y  a n y th in g .”

J u s t  a s  th e  jo l ly  o ld  D e m o c ra t  is g u id in g  
u s  t o  th e  d o o r ,  w e  p o in t  o u t  s o m e th in g  o n  
th e  m a p  o f  h is  s p a n k in g -n e w  p la n . I f  a 
c a n d id a te  w e re  to  ta k e  th e  M id w e s t a n d  
C o n f e d e r a te  re g io n s , h e  a n d  h is  o p p o n e n t  
w o u ld  b e  t ie d  a t  26 9  v o te s  e a c h .

T h e  C o n g re s s m a n  b r e a k s  o u t  in  a  
s w e a t .  “ U h  o h  . . .  w e  m iss e d  th a t  o n e . 
A n o th e r  $8 m illio n  in  r e s e a rc h  d o w n  th e  
tu b e s .  A n d  I ’m  u p  f o r  re -e le c tio n  n ex t 
y e a r ! ”

Looking Out For No. 2
M a n y  c h a n g e s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  in  o u r  

n a t i o n 's  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  s in c e  i t s  b i r t h  
in  1 7 7 6 . N o  l o n g e r  d o  o u r  n a t i o n ’s  
l e a d e r s  w e a r  t h r e e  c o r n e r e d  h a t s ,  
k n ic k e r s ,  a n d  i l l - f i t t i n g  s h o e s  w i t h  
l a r g e  b r a s s  b u c k l e s  o n  t h e m .  W i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t io n  o f  t h e  i n c u m b e n t ,  t h e y  n o  
lo n g e r  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  i n n e r m o s t  f e e l i n g s  
w i th  G e o r g i a n  m u s e s ;  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  
t h e y  h a v e  n o  i n n e r m o s t  f e e l i n g s  t o  e x ­
p r e s s .

S e ld o m  d o  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  o f  t h e  p r e ­
s e n t  r e f e r  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a s  “ t h e  
C a p i t o l "  a s  t h e y  d id  in  t h e  l a t t e r  
1 7 0 0 s , w h e n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o lu m b ia  
w a s  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  a  s l i m y ,  s u m p y  
s w a m p . A s  t i m e s  c h a n g e d  s o  d i d  t h e  
lo c a t io n  o f  o u r  c a p i t o l .  I t  m o v e d  f i r s t  
f ro m  “ t h e  C i t y  o f  B r o t h e r l y  L o v e "  t o  
N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  i n  1 7 9 0 , a n d  w a s  e v e n ­
tu a l ly  r e l o c a t e d  a t  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i t s  in  
W a s h i n g t o n  in  1 8 0 0 . A l t h o u g h  n o  
lo n g e r  a  s w a m p  in  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  
s e n s e ,  W a s h i n g t o n  s t i l l  a b o u n d s  w i t h  
p o l i t i c a l  s u m p  a n d  s l im e .  C e r t a i n l y ,  
w i th  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s  t h e  s h a p e  o f  
A m e r i c a n  p o l i t i c s  h a s  c h a n g e d  c o n ­
s id e r a b ly  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  c e n t u r i e s ,  
s in c e  o n e  lo n e  v o ic e  s c r e a m e d  o u t  in  
t h e  d a r k  o f  n i g h t ,  “ G i v e  m e  l i b e r t y ,  b u t  
g iv e  m e  l i b e r ty  w i t h  g r e e n  s t a m p s .  I f  
y o u  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  g i v e  m e  l i b e r t y ,  I ’ll 
s e t t l e  f o r  t h e  g r e e n  s t a m p s .

O n e  m a j o r  e x c e p t i o n  i s  t h e  o f f ic e  o f  
th e  v ic e  p r e s i d e n c y .  A  j o b  w h ic h  e n ­
t a i l s  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o f  s u c h  n e c e s s a r y

t a s k s  a s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  f u n e r a l s  o f  
o b s c u r e  d i g n i t a r i e s  f r o m  n a t i o n s  w i t h  
n a m e s  t h a t  o c c u p y  m o r e  a r e a  t h a n  t h e  
c o u n t r y  i t s e l f ,  h o s t i n g  d e c o u p a g e  c o n ­
t e s t s  f o r  t h e  m a n u a l l y  i n e p t  a n d  s m i l ­
i n g  a n d  l o o k in g  h a p p y  a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  t h e  
o f f ic e  o f  v ic e  p r e s i d e n t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  to  
b e  n e x t  t o  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  t h e  S w is s  
N a v y  in  u s e l e s s n e s s .  T h e  o f f ic e  o f  t h e  
V ic e  P r e s i d e n t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1 7 8 9
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u n d e r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  G e o r g e  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  p o s t  w e n t  
u n f i l l e d  a s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  f e e l i n g  i t  t o  
b e  t o o  f r i v o lo u s ,  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  k i l l ,  
c u r e ,  lo o k , a n d  e a t  a n y  p e r s o n  w h o

t r i e d  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  o f f ic e .  A l e x a n d e r  
H a m i l t o n  b e c a m e  t h e  n a t i o n 's  f i r s t  
V .P .  u n d e r  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n .  A t  t h a t  
t im e ,  t h e  o f f ic e  w e n t  t o  t h e  r u n n e r - u p  
o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ;  n o w , o f  
c o u r s e ,  V ic e - P r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  
a r e  c h o s e n  b y  t h e i r  r u n n i n g  m a t e s  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  
h i s t o r y  r e f l e c t s  w i t h  a l a r m i n g  r e g u l a r i ­
t y  t h a t  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  t h e y  a r e  c h o s e n ,  
n o r  w h e r e  t h e y  c o m e  f r o m ,  V ice -  
P r e s i d e n t s  a r e  l o s e r s .  T h i s  y e a r 's  V ic e  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  h o p e f u l s ,  D r u n g o  P . P in e ,  
M e r m a n  L o tz ,  a n d  P o w e r s  B o o th  o n c e  
a g a i n  p r o v e  t h i s  t o  b e  t r u e .

D r u n g o  P . P in e ,  r u n n i n g  m a t e  o f  
R e p u b lic a n  A d m ira l  E lm o  M e th u s e la h  
H e n d e r s o n  h a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h i m s e l f  
a s  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  
c a n d i d a t e  in  t h e  1 9 8 0  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t i a l  
r a c e .  P in e  f i r s t  m a d e  h e a d l i n e s  in  1 9 6 5 , 
w h e n  a s  a  s t r u g g l i n g  c h a r a c t e r  a c t o r  
h e  t u r n e d  d o w n  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  
F o x 's  o f f e r  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  C h ie f  O 'H a r a  
in  t h e  B a t m a n  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r i e s  a n d  
o p t e d  i n s t e a d  t o  f u l f i l l  h i s  l i f e lo n g  
d r e a m  o f  b e c o m i n g  G o v e r n o r  o f  R h o d e  
I s l a n d .  A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  b e e n  a  l i f e lo n g  
r e s i d e n t  o f  A r k a n s a s ,  P in e  s t a g e d  a  
s u c c e s s f u l  i n d e p e n d e n t  w r i t e - in  c a m ­
p a i g n  w h e n  i t  w a s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  
t w o  m a j o r  c a n d i d a t e s  d id  n o t  e x i s t .  A  
r e l a t i v e  n e w - c o m e r  t o  t h e  H e n d e r s o n  
c a m p ,  t h e  f o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  w a s  
s e l e c t e d  o n ly  8  y e a r s  a g o  a t  a n  A & P  in  
P r o v i d e n c e ,  w h e r e  t h e  t w o  b u m p e d  in -
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t o  e a c h  o t h e r  w h i le  s h o p p i n g .  P in e  i m ­
p r e s s e d  t h e  A d m i r a l  w i t h  h i s  
p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  l e a f  l e t t u c e  o v e r  h e a d  l e t ­
t u c e .  A l t h o u g h  H e n d e r s o n  h a s  p r a i s e d  
P in e  a s  b e i n g  a  ‘‘s t o l i d  b a s t i o n  o f  c o n ­
s e r v a t i s m ”  a n d  “ a  l e v e l - h e a d e d  
p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k e r  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  o n  
h i s  m in d  a t  a l l  t i m e s , ”  t h e  G o v e r n o r  
h a s  y e t  t o  e x p r e s s  a n  o p in io n  o n  a n y  
i s s u e .  A t  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e s  h e  d o e s  n o t  
a c k n o w l e d g e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  
n a t u r e  a n d  h a s  b e e n  k n o w n  t o  d e l iv e r  
l e n g t h y  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  o n  b a t t i n g  
a v e r a g e  c o m p u t a t i o n ,  p h o t o s y n t h e s i s  
in  r e l i g io n ,  a n d  h o w  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  i n ­
e r t  g a s e s  a f f e c t  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  a  s h o e  
s h in e .  T h e  R h o d e  I s l a n d e r  h a s  o f t e n  
s u p p o r t e d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c r e d i b i l i t y  b y  
s t a t i n g ,  ‘‘P o l i t i c s  i s  m y  m id d le  n a m e . ” 
H i r th  r e c o r d s  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s  c la im .  
L i t t l e  i s  k n o w n  a b o u t  P i n e 's  p e r s o n a l  
l ife ;  i n s i d e r s  o n  C a p i t o l  H i l l  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  h e  h a s  n o n e .

W h i le  P i n e ’s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  h i s  r u n n ­
i n g  m a t e  h a s  b e c o m e  s t r o n g e r  d u r i n g  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n ,  t h e  b o n d  
b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  G o v e r n o r  D e a n  
B u r d e n  a n d  h i s  c h o ic e  f o r  V ic e  P r e s i ­
d e n t ,  S e n a t o r  M e r m a n  L o t / ,  i s  p e r h a p s  
t h e  w o r s t  in  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y .  L o t / ,  
t h e  3 5 0  p o u n d ,  7 2  y e a r - o ld  f r e s h m a n  
l e g i s l a t o r  f r o m  F l o r i d a ,  b e c a m e  t h e  s e ­
c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h i s  y e a r ’s  D e m o c r a t i c  
t i c k e t  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a n  a g r e e m e n t  
m a d e  d e c a d e s  a g o  b y  h i s  f a t h e r  H e r ­
m a n  a n d  B u r d e n ’s ,  t h e  n o t o r i u s  
A l a s k a n  p o l i t i c a l  b o s s  J a k e  B u r d e n .  A  
r e t i r e d  p l u m b e r  f r o m  A s to r i a ,  Q u e e n s ,  
L o tz  m o v e d  t o  t h e  S u n s h i n e  S t a t e  
w h e n  h e  t u r n e d  6 5  in  o r d e r  t o  l iv e  s o m e  
o f  t h e  “ G o o d  L i f e . "  A f t e r  a  fe w  m o n t h s  
l ife  g o t  b o r in g ,  a s  L o tz  w a s  l a t e r  t o  
p h i l o s o p h i z e  " R e t i r e m e n t  i s  b o r in g ;  s o ­
m e o n e  s a y ,  ‘r e t i r e m e n t , '  I t h i n k ,  ‘b o r ­
i n g . ’ Y o u  g e t  r e t i r e d  a l l  y o u  d o  i s  c l ip  
c o u p o n s  o u t a  t h e  p a p e r  a n d  w o r r y  
a b o u t  i r r e g u l a r i t y . ”  T o  c o m b a t  t h e  
m e la n c h o ly  o f  h i s  t w i l i g h t  y e a r s ,  L o tz  
r a n  f o r  t h e  S e n a t e .  A  p o l i t i c a l  o u t s i d e r ,  
t h e  s e p t a g e n a r i a n  D e m o c r a t  c l a i m s  t o  
h a v e  n e v e r  h e ld  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n s  
p r i o r  t o  h i s  S e n a t e  b id .  H e  h a s  r e v e a l e d  
t h a t  a s  a  c h i ld  h e  d id  n o t  d r e a m  o f  
b e c o m e  p r e s i d e n t ;  h e  d id ,  in  f a c t ,  w a n t  
t o  b e  a n  o r g a n  g r i n d e r .

L o t z ’s  1 9 7 6  S e n a t o r i a l  b id  i s  p e r h a p s  
t h e  m o s t  s u b l i m e ,  y e t  s i m p l y  r u n  c a m ­
p a i g n  in  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y .  O f  h i s  c a m -  

L o tz  r e c e n t l y  s a i d ,  " Ip a i g n  L o tz  r e c e n t l y  s a id ,  "1  t r y  t o  S e i
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m a k e  p e o p le  h a p p y .  1 w a s  a  p l u m b e r  
f o r  4 5  y e a r s .  P l u m b e r s  l i k e  t o  m a k e  
p e o p le  h a p p y .  W h e n  I r u n  f o r  S e n a t e ,  I 
s a y  t o  t h e  p e o p le ,  “ Y o u  k n o w  w h a t ?  I 
j u s t  w a n t  t o  m a k e  y o u  h a p p y . "  T o  p r o ­
v e  h i s  s i n c e r i t y  t h e  f o r m e r  p ip e  b e n d e r  
w o u ld  o f t e n  f l ip  c a r t w h e e l s  a n d  h u m  
H a w a i i a n  f o lk  s o n g s  t h r o u g h  h i s  n o s e  
w h i le  c l a d  in  a  g r a s s  s k i r t .  L o t z ’s  g r a s s  
r o o t s  a p p r o a c h  w a r m e d  t h e  
p a c e m a k e r s  o f  t h e  e l d e r ly  v o t e r s ,  w h o  
c o m p r i s e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  
e l e c t o r a t e .  S in c e  a s s u m i n g  o f f ic e  L o tz  
h a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h i m s e l f  o n  C a p i t o l  
H i l l  b y  b e i n g  t h e  o n ly  S e n a t o r  in  
h i s t o r y  t o  h a v e  n e v e r  a t t e n d e d  a  s in g l e  
S e n a t e  s e s s io n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  L o tz ,  t h i s  
i s  a n  i n t r i n s i c  p a r t  o f  h i s  c a m p a i g n  
p l e d g e ,  " t h e  w a y  I s e e  i t ,  n o  m a t t e r  
h o w  y o u  v o t e  o n  a  b i l l  in  S e n a t e ,  
a l w a y s  t h e r e ’s  s o m e b o d y  b a c k  in  y o u r  
s t a t e  w h o  w ill  g e t  a l l  u p s e t  a n d  s t a r t  
c o m p l a i n i n g .  I f i g u r e ,  y o u  v o t e  y e s  o n  a  
b i l l ,  t h e n  s o m e  f o lk s  g e t  m a d ;  y o u  v o t e  
n o  o n  t h e  s a m e  b i l l  t h e n  o t h e r  f o lk s  g e t  
m a d .  Y o u  s e e ,  y o u  v o t e ,  a n d  a l w a y s  
y o u  g e t  s o m e o n e  m a d  a t  y o u .  I p r o m is e  
t o  k e e p  p e o p le  h a p p y .  Y o u  d o n ’t  v o t e ,  
n o  o n e  g e t s  m a d ;  e v e r y b o d y  h a p p y .  I 
s t a n d  o n  m y  r e c o r d ,  a n d  w h e n  y o u 'r e  
a s  f a t  a s  m e  t h a t  b e t t e r  b e  a  s t r o n g  
r e c o r d . ”

T h i n g s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r  n o t  h a p p y  b e t ­
w e e n  L o tz  a n d  B u r d e n .  T h e  p r o b l e m s  
b e g a n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  S e n a t o r  a c ­
c e p t e d  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  n u m b e r  
t w o  s p o t .  H e  i n v i t e d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  
d i n n e r  t o  c e l e b r a t e .  T h e  g a l a  b r o k e  u p  
e a r l y  in  t h e  e v e n i n g  w i t h  t h e  v ic e  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  h o p e f u l  h y s t e r i c a l l y  a s k ­
i n g  h i s  p a r t y ' s  l e a d e r  t o  l e a v e  h i s  S t .  
P e t e r s b u r g  c o n d o m i n i u m .  T h e  B u r d e n  
c a m p  h a s  c o v e r e d  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  u p  w i t h  
g r e a t  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s t s  
a r e  s t i l l  u n s u r e  o f  w h a t  h a p p e n e d .  
J a m e s  B u c k ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a s  c r i t i c iz e d  
t h e  e v e n t  a s  " a  v iv i d  d i s p l a y  o f  u n -  
A m e r i c a n  t a b l e  m a n n e r s  o n  M r .  
B u r d e n ’s  p a r t  a n d  f a n a t i c a l l y  p o o r  
c o u r t e s y  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  M r .  L o t z . ”  T h e  
o r d i n a r i l y  v e r b o s e  L o tz  w il l  n o t  c o m ­
m e n t  o n  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  a n d ,  S y l v i a ,  h i s  
w ife  o f  4 0  y e a r s  w ill  o n ly  s a y ,  “ M y  
m o t h e r  a l w a y s  t a u g h t  m e  t h a t  i f  y o u  
c a n ' t  s a y  n o t h i n g  n i c e  a b o u t  a  p e r s o n ,  
t h e n  d o n ’t  s a y  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l . ”  I f  
B u r d e n  i s  e l e c t e d  i t  w ill  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  
t o  s e e  n o t  o n ly  i f  h e  c a n  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  
S e n a t e  a n d  t h e  H o u s e ,  b u t  w i t h  h is

A g a in  th e  m e d ia ,  m o s t  n o t ic e a b ly  
te le v is o n , h a s  p la y e d  a n  im p o r ta n t  ro le  in  
th is  y e a r ’s e le c t io n . F ro m  6 0  s e c o n d s  c o m ­
m e rc ia ls  to  g a v e l- to -g a v e l c o n v e n t io n  
c o v e ra g e  a n d  te le v ise d  d e b a te s ,  T V  h a s  
m o v e d  f ro m  o b s e rv e r  to  p a r t i c ip a n t .  T h e  
p u b l i c ’s p o l i t ic a l  c o n s c ie n c e  is n o w  
sw a y e d  b y  th e  id io t  b o x  a n d  w e c a n  p o in t

to  m a s te r  b lu e p r in ts  d e s ig n e d  a n d  im ­
p l e m e n t e d  b y  p o l i t i c s  n e w e s t  
b e d fe l lo w — th e  m e d ia  c o n s u l ta n t .

N o  p o l i t ic ia n  r u n s  f o r  o f f ic e  to d a y  
w i th o u t  h i r in g  th e s e  M a d is o n  A v e n u e  
e le c tro n ic  sv e n g a lie s  to  p a c k a g e  a n d  p r e ­
se n t th e  o f f ic e  se e k e r  a s  s o  m a n y  b o t t le s  o f  
B reck  B o d y - o n - T a p  b e e r  s h a m p o o .  T h e  
c a m p a ig n  o f  G o v . D e a n  B u rd e n  le a p s  to

v ic e  p r e s i d e n t  a s  w e ll .
T h e  V .P .  c a n d i d a t e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  

b o t h  m o s t  a n d  l e a s t  v i s i b l e  i s  d a r k -  
h o r s e  i n d e p e n d e n t  L o r e t t a  
P e r s i m m o n ’s  r u n n i n g  m a t e ,  P o w e r s  
B o o th .  B o o t h ,  o n e  o f  t h e  tw o  p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l  a c t o r s  v y i n g  f o r  t h e  o f f ic e  o f  v ic e  
p r e s i d e n t  i s  y e t  t o  d o  a n y  c a m p a i g n  
s t u m p i n g  d u r i n g  t h i s  c a m p a i g n ,  b u t  
h a s  b e e n  s e e n  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  o n  
t e l e v i s i o n  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e .  
B e s t  r e m e m b e r e d  f o r  h i s  E m m y -  
w i n n i n g  p o r t r a y a l  o f  J i m  J o n e s  in  l a s t  
s p r i n g ’s  C B S  t e l e v i s i o n  f i lm  ‘T h e  
G u y a n a  T r a g e d y , ”  B o o t h  w a s  t h e  o n ly  
a c t o r  t o  s p i t e  t h e  s t r i k i n g  T V  a c t o r s  
a n d  a p p e a r  a t  t h e  a w a r d s  s h o w .  B o o th  
m a d e " t h e  f r o n t  p a g e s  w h e n  h e  c o m ­
m e n t e d  t h a t  h i s  a c t i o n  w a s ,  “ t h e  
b r a v e s t  t h i n g  I h a v e  e v e r  d o n e  o r  t h e  
s t u p i d e s t . ”  T h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  h a s  b e e n  
q u e s t i o n e d  s in c e  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  P e r s i m ­
m o n  t i c k e t .

B o o t h  w a s  c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  o f  h is  
s t a n d i n g  in  t h e  p u b l i c  e y e ,  b u t  h e  
w a s n ' t  t h e  f i r s t  c h o ic e .  A c c o r d i n g  to  
B a r f  B r i n g l e ,  P e r s i m m o n ’s p r e s s  
M a n a g e r ,  “ W e  n e e d e d  s o m e o n e  w h o  w as 
p o p u l a r  a n d  c o u ld  a t t r a c t  a  l o t  o f  
p u b l i c i t y ;  a n  a c t o r  s e e m e d  m o s t  
lo g ic a l ,  L o r e t t a  d o e s n ’t  h a v e  m u c h  
m o n e y ,  w h ic h  t h e  o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e s  
h a v e  b u n d l e s  o f . S h e  d o e s  h a v e  l o t s  o f  
i n t e g r i t y ,  w h ic h  t h e  o t h e r  c o n t e n d e r s  
l a c k .  I f i g u r e d  t h a t  L o r e t t a  c o u ld  a f ­
f o r d  t o  s a c r i f i c e  s o m e  i n t e g r i t y  t o  g e t  
s o m e  p u b l i c i t y  w h ic h  t h e  o t h e r  t i c k e t s  
b u y  w i t h  m o n e y .”

T h e  P e r s i m m o n  t i c k e t  f i r s t  a p ­
p r o a c h e d  M a r l o n  B r a n d o ;  h e  r e f u s e d .  
J o h n  B e lu s h i  w a s  a s k e d  n e x t ,  t h e n  
D a n  A c k r o y d .  T h e y  t o o  d e c l in e d .  
C h e ry l  L a d d ,  B ill B ix b y , M a ry  T y le r  
M o o r e ,  a n d  J o h n  R i t t e r  a l o n g  w i t h  a  
h o s t  o f  o t h e r  s t a r s  w e r e  a s k e d  a n d  a ll  
s a i d  n o .

P e r s i m m o n  g o t  t i r e d  o f  a s k i n g  p e o ­
p l e  a n d  d id  t h e  n e x t  m o s t  lo g i c a l  t h in g :  
s h e  t o o k  o u t  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  in  
B a c k s t a g e .  B o o t h  r e p l i e d ,  w a s  a p p r o v ­
e d  a n d  a c c e p te d .  O f  h i s  n o m i n a t i o n  t h e  
J i m  J o n e s  lo o k - a l ik e  s a i d ,  " I  c o u ld  
s t a n d  b e i n g  V .P . ,  m a y b e  I c a n  g e t  
s o m e  b i g g e r  p a r t s  t h a t  w a y . ”

A ll  in  a l l ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  v ic e -  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  h o p e f u l s  f r o m  a  h i s t o r i c a l  
p o i n t  o f  v ie w , t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  a n o t h e r  
e l e c t i o n .

m in d  w ith  h is  m e s sa g e  to  th e  v o te r s  a s  b e ­
in g  “ N ew  a n d  I m p r o v e d ”  D e a n  B u rd e n . 
T h is  w as  th e  b r a in -c h i ld  o f  B u r d e n ’s 
m e d ia  c o n s u l ta n t ,  R a y  F la c k . W h a t  is it 
th a t  m a k e s  f o rm e r  a d - m e n  l ik e  F la c k ,  o r  

E lm o  H e n d e r s o n ’s c o n s u l t a n t  W h iz  
M a rk s , o r  e v e n  L o r e t t a  P e r s im m o n ’s B a r f  
B r in g le , w a n t  to  le a v e  M a d is o n  A v e n u e  
a n d  w a lk  th e  b r o k e n  lin e  d o w n  P e n n -
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f re e  a n d  ih e n  p r o c e e d e d  to  b u ild  h e r  r a g ­
ta g  c ru s a d e  in to  a  v ia b le  c a m p a ig n .

“ H e  tu r n e d  it o n to  a  n e w s m a n ’s 
d r e a m ,”  a  B rin g le  a id e  s ta te d ,  “ W h ile  
H e n d e r s o n  a n d  B u rd e n  to ld  m o u n ta in  
h illb illie s  th e y  w e re  fo r  g u n  d e c o n tr o l  o r  
to ld  u n e m p lo y e d  stee l w o r k e rs  th e y  w e re  
f o r  c r e a t in g  a  n a v a l  b lo c k a d g e  a r o u n d  
J a p a n ,  w e w en t o u t  o n  a  l im b , a g a in s t  th e  
n o r m , c r e a t in g  ‘n e w s '. "  T y p ic a l  o f  th is  
s ty le  w as  P e r s im m o n ’s sp e e c h  to  th e  o il 
c o m p a n ie s  c o n v e n t io n  te ll in g  th e m  w h e re  
t o  s tic k  th e ir  w in d fa l l  p r o f i t s  o r  h e r  sp e e c h  
to  d o g  fo o d  e x e c u tiv e s  sa y in g  in f la tio n  
m u s t b e  s to p p e d  so  o ld  p e o p le  w o n ’t h a v e  
to  e a t  A lp o . T o  k e e p  n ew s a g e n c ie s  o n  
th e i r  to e s ,  P e r s im m o n  w o u ld  so m e im e s  
m a k e  u p  issu e s  a s  sh e  w e n t a lo n g . S h e  w as 
“ g o o d  c o p y ”  a n d  th e  d a r l in g  o f  th e  
m e d ia ,  f o r  a  w h ile  a n y w a y .

In  a  s t r a n g e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  p re s s in g  
th e  f le s h , m e e t in g  th e  p re s s ,  a n d  p re ss in g  
th e i r  lu c k , B r in g le  b r o u g h t  h is  m e d ia  b litz  
th r o u g h  th e  p a c e s . A f te r  “ T h a t ’s In c re d i ­
b l e ”  c a m e  a p p e a r a n c e s  o n  “ R e a l 
P e o p le ” , “ S p e a k  U p  A m e r ic a ” , “ G a m e s  
P e o p le  P la y ” , a n d  “ T h o s e  A m a z in g  
A n im a ls ”  ( “ T h a t  w a s  a  to u g h  o n e ,”  
c h u c k le s  B r in g le .)

B u t in  th e  e n d ,  s t r a p p e d  f o r  f u n d s , 
r id ic u le d  b y  fo rm e r  f r ie n d s  a n d  n ew  fo e s , 
P e r s im m o n ’s m e d ia  b l i tz ,  f o c u s in g  o n  
iss u e s , se e m s to  h a v e  lo s t o u t  to  th e  w in d ­
m ill e f fe c ts  o f  th e  D e m o c ra t ic  a n d  
R e p u b lic a n  p a r t ie s .  L a m e n ts  B r in g le , “ I 
g u e ss  p e o p le  a r e  n o t  re a d y  f o r  a  g u ts y  
m u lti- is s u e  o r ie n te d  c a m p a ig n  b y  a  n o n -  
p a r t i s o n  m o d e r a te  c a n d id a t e .”

“ Y o u  c a n  b o m b a r d  p e o p le  w ith  T V  
m essag es  a n d  c o m m e rc ia ls  a n d  a f te r  all 
th a t  b a b b l in g  th o s e  id io ts  s till se em  to  
w a n t to  g o  o u t  a n d  v o te  f o r  one o f  th o s e  
m a jo r  p a r ty  c lo w n s . W h a t  d o  y o u  s u p p o s e  
th a t  m e a n s ?  D o e s n ’t in te ll ig e n c e  a n d  
a b i l i ty  c o u n t  f o r  a n y th in g  a n y m o r e ?  W h a t 
e v e r  h a p p e n e d  to  s t r o n g  le a d e r s h ip ?  If  
y o u  c a n  a n s w e r  a n y  o f  th o s e  q u e s t io n s ,  
p le a s e , let m e  k n o w . In  th e  m e a n tim e , 
t h e r e 's  n o th in g  le f t fo r  m e  to  d o .  I ’m  g o ­
in g  o u t  to  l u n c h . "

sy lv a n ia  A v e n u e ?
“ T h e  m o n e y , th e  p re s t ig e , p o w e r  

b a s ica lly . I t ’s a ll th e re .  I m e a n , h o w  m a n y  
tu b e s  o f  C re s t  h a v e  th e i r  f in g e rs  o n  th e  
b u t to n ? ”  say s H e n d e r s o n  m e d ia  w iz  W h iz  
M a rk s . M a rk s  w as a  p a r tn e r ,  w ith  h is  
b r o th e r ,  o f  M a rk s  B ro s . I n c . ,  o n e  o f  th e  
la rg e r  a d v e r t is in g  f irm s  in  N ew  Y o rk . T w o  
y ea rs  a g o  H e n d e r s o n  h ir e d  th e  M a rk s  
B ro s , to  p r o d u c e  h is  p r in t  a n d  te le v is io n  
a d s . S o  im p re s s e d  w as h e  th a t  h e  h ire d  
W h iz  to  ta k e  c h a rg e  o f  r u n n in g  th e  e n t i r e  
c a m p a ig n  a f te r  h e  c a n n e d  h is  c a m p a ig n  
m a n a g e r  o f  14 y e a r s ,  T e d  S to g ie ,  in  o n e  o f  
th o se  c a n n in g  m a c h in e s  y o u  see  s p r in g  u p  
in  m a lls  a ll  o v e r  th e  c o u n t r y  a r o u n d  
C h r is tm a s .

M a rk s  la u g h s , “ A ll th e  t im e  it w a s  m y  
b ro th e r  A ld o  r u n n in g  th e  s h o w . A ll 1 d id  
w as p a s te  d o w n  th e  le t te r in g ,  b u t  h e y , 
w h en  o p p o r tu n i ty  k n o c k s .”

“ B a s ic a lly ,”  M a rk s  e x p la in s ,  “ w e  m u s t 
re d u c e  th e  c a n d id a t e ’s e n t i r e  life tim e  o f  
b e lie fs , a c t io n s ,  a n d  p r e ju d ic e s  to  a  c a tc h y  
3 0 -seco n d  s p o t  o r  b u m p e r  s t ic k e r .  A  few  
w o rd s , t h a t ’s a il . T h e y  h a v e  to  b e  s im p le  
w o rd s , to o ,  o r  H e n d e r s o n  w o n ’t g e t th e  
d r i f t . ”  I t  w as  M a r k s ’ c a m p a ig n  s lo g a n s  
w h ich  s h a p e d  th e  e n t i r e  c a m p a ig n ,  n o t  
u n lik e  th e  ta il  w a g g in g  th e  d o g . S o m e  o f  
M a rk s ’ p r o u d e r  e f f o r t s  in c lu d e  “ V o te  fo r  
H e n d e rs o n . O r  e l s e .”  “ H e n d e r s o n — G iv e  
m e a  few  g o o d  g u n s  a n d  I ’ll g e t y o u  a  c o u ­
p le  o f  c o m m ie s ,”  o r  “ N u k e  M t. S t. 
H e le n s .”

R ay  F la c k  h a s  b e e n  w ith  G o v . B u rd e n  
since th e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  th e  A la s k a n  g u b e r ­
n a to r ia l  ra c e . B u r d e n ’s m e te o r ic  r ise  o n  
th e  p o li t ic a l  sc e n e  f ro m  th e r e  h a s  s u r p r i s ­
ed  e v e ry o n e  b u t  F la c k . “ H e y , I ’m  g o o d .  
B u rd en  r u n s  g o o d .  P e r s o n a l ly ,  I d o n ’t 
c a re  fo r  th e  m a n ,  b u t  t h a t ’s th e  b e a u ty  o f  
it , I d o n ’t h a v e  to  b e lie v e  in  w h a t I ’m  d o ­
ing . J u s t  lik e  w h e n  1 d id  a d v e r t is in g , 1 ju s t  
go t to  g e t th e  o th e r  g u y  to  b u y . A n d  w e 
get e n o u g h  o f  th e m  ’c a u s e  th e r e ’s o n e  
b o rn  ev e ry  m in u te .”

F la c k ’s d u t ie s  in c lu d e  p r e p a r in g  B u rd e n  
fo r  a ll m e d ia  e v e n ts ,  f ro m  p re ss  c o n ­
f e r e n c e s  h e ld  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  k e y  
p r im a rie s  t o  th e  f a m o u s  “ S ee  H e n d e r s o n  
N u k e  th e  W o r ld ”  m u l t i -m e d ia  s ta g e  sh o w  
a n d  p a s ta  p a r t ie s .  F la c k  p sy c h e s  B u rd e n

__________ NATION
u p  f o r  m a jo r  sp e e c h e s  " u s u a l ly  b y  w  a lk  
in g  in  a  c irc le  c h a n t in g  to  th e  a r c t ic  g o d s .”  
F la c k  a ls o  g o t B u rd e n  to  s to p  c h e w in g  
w h a le  b lu b b e r  in  p u b lic .

T y p ic a l  o f  th e  B u rd e n  c a m p a ig n  u n d e r  
F la c k  w as a  b u i ld  f ro m  lo w -k e y  s lo g a n s  
lik e  “ N o w  A la s k a ’s B u rd e n  C a n  Be 
A m e r ic a ’s B u r d e n ”  o r  “ V o te  f o r  B u rd e n , 
W h a t  th e  H e c k ? ”  to  th e  m o r e  f la m b o y a n t  
“ W h a ty a w a n t ,  B u rd e n  o r  s o m e  n u c le a r  
h o lo c a u s t ,  h u h ? ”  se em  in  th e  d o g d a y s  o f  
th e  c a m p a ig n .  “ B u rd e n  s l ip p e d  th a t  o n e  
b y  u s , ”  e x p la in s  F la c k , “ H e  s a id  it in 
f ro n t  o f  h is  w a c k y  b r o th e r  N u p c h u c k  a n d  
f ro m  th e r e  it w as  w r i t te n  o n  ev e ry  
b a th r o o m  w all f ro m  h e re  t o  T im b u k t u .”  
B u rd e n  d id  se v e ra l o th e r  th in g s  d u r in g  th e  
c a m p a ig n  w h ic h  a n n o y e d  F la c k  a n d  h is 
s t a f f  b e c a u s e  th e y  u n d e r m in e d  th e  
c a re fu l ly  c o n s t ru c te d  f a c a d e  th a t  B u rd e n  
w a s  a  “ n ic e -g u y ”  w h o  p la y e d  “ f a i r . ”  T h e  
p e t ty ,  m e a n  s p i r i te d ,  s m a ll-m in d e d  p o l i t i ­
c ia n  th a t  w as  B u rd e n  w o u ld  u n le a s h  f ic ­
t ic io u s  s la n d e r  o n  h is  o p p o n e n ts  d u r in g  
c a re fu l ly  s ta g e d  m e d ia  s h o w c a s e s . H is  
s ta te m e n t  t h a t  “ I w o n ’t d e b a te  P e r s im ­
m o n  a n d  y o u  c a n ’t m a k e  m e ,”  o n ly  
f o re s h a d o w e d  th e  d e b a te s  th e m s e lv e s  s l ip ­
p in g  in to  a  c o n te s t  o f  n a m e  c a ll in g  a n d  
r a s p b e r r ie s .  H e  a ls o  d id  o th e r  th in g s  
w h ic h  w e re  c o u n te r - p r o d u c t iv e  to  h is  ra c e  
lik e  h ir in g  h it  m e n  to  g e t N u p c h u c k  i f  h e  
s ta r te d  to  g iv e  h im  a  h a r d  tim e .

O n e  o f  th e  b ig g es t iro n ie s  o f  e le c tio n  
’80  is B a r f  B r in g le , m e d ia  c o o r d in a to r  fo r  
in d e p e n d e n t  L o r e t t a  P e r s im m o n . B rin g le  
w as o n e  o f  th e  to p  m e n  w o rk in g  u n d e r  
R a y  F la c k  f o r  th e  B u rd e n  c a m p a ig n . L a te  
in  1979, th e  b re a k  w a s  m a d e . “ B u rd e n  
m a d e  so m e  s tu p id  c o m m e n t  a b o u t  3 m a r ­
tin i lu n c h e s ,”  sa y s  B r in g le , “ a n d  th a t  
m a d e  m e  m a d . R ay  tr ie d  to  te ll m e  B u rd e n  
m e a n t  o th e r  p e o p le ’s 3 m a r t in i  lu n c h e s , 
b u t  1 w as  tic k e d  o f f . ”  B rin g le  le f t th e  
c a m p a ig n  a n d  s o u g h t  so m e  fo rm  o f  
re v e n g e .

It w as  o n  “ T h a t ’s In c re d ib le ”  B rin g le  
s t u m b l e d  u p o n  h is  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  
v e n g e a n c e ,  L o r e t t a  P e r s i m ­
m o n — m o d e r a te .  S h e  c a m e  a c ro s s  a s  a  
s t r a ig h t  ta lk in g  h o n e s t  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  
th e  p e o p le .  S h e  d i d n ’t s ta n d  a  c h a n c e . B r ­
in g le  sa w  h is . H e  o f f e r e d  h is  se rv ic e s  fo r
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THE TIME HAS PASSED,
Birr BETTER. LATE TUAN N E V E R .
B e  S t r o M S - AND 16  Mo r e  Your c o m  m o m  s e n s e . 
V cnr HENDERSON, He  NEEDS THE HELP.
PAID fo r . b y  t h e  n u k e  'e m  t i l l 7TCV&L0WCOMMITTEE TO e l e c t

A d m . E l m o  m . H e n d e r s o n  T n .t . A K M A C E P D o N j  c h a i r m a n

WlTM ALL TV£ PROBLEMS /M TA£ WORLD,
r  Av Borden to  Your . l i s t .

- S e l e c t  d e a n  b u r d e n  p r e s id e n t
* V  p A , D f o R  B Y  T H E  L O M M i r r E E T D  E L E C T  T H E  I C E M A N

K O L D  F E A T ,  C H A I R M A N -  _______

£ EM. 11ROOPER-SCOOPER"JACKSON ONCE SAID OF LORETTA
P e r s i m m o n  :  " L o r e t t a , l o r e t t a  w h o ?  o m ; m e r .  s h e ' s  o n

o u r  S i d e ,  i t h i n k . "

B e  a n  a c tw e  s u p p o r te r , Vo te  Pe r s im m o n  
n o t  Ou s t  a  e r u it  a n y m o r e .
Pa i d  E o R  r y t h e l  A t h l e t ic  S u ppc>e t e r s U n (ON i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
TeotYC/Al^PEP-SiMMOM GROWERS TD ELEC T LDRETT/K  P E R S I M M O N .

t \s

a (odd ft tittke production]
CHRISTIANS FROM OUTER SPACE

appearing at the
FIRST AMENDMENT THEATRE-CAFE

2 Bond Street, NYC
admission:

$3 TUESDAYS at 10:30 PM 
$5 FRIDAYS at 12 MIDNIGHT 

(students with I.D. V% price)

OPEN RUN / information 4 7 3 -1 4 7 2

C A R O L Y N  K O V A C S

UNISEX HAIR 
DESIGNERS

Haircuts $ 12 & up  
Hennas $15 ”  
Crazy Color $15 ”  
Perms $35 tt

Call for appointment 
Tues - Sat 11-7 287 Mercer St.

212-673-8847


